
Picasso: Masterpieces from the 
Musée National Picasso, Paris 
12 NOV 2011 – 25 MAR 2012

This landmark exhibition of the work of Pablo Picasso (1881–1973) 
– arguably the most radical and influential artist of the 20th century – 
is drawn from the collection of the Musée National Picasso in Paris 
– the largest and most important repository of the artist’s work in the 
world. The exhibition features more than 150 paintings, sculptures, 
drawings and prints, capturing every phase of his extraordinary 
career. 

This unprecedented opportunity is possible because the Musée 
Picasso has recently closed for renovations, allowing this full-scale 
survey to travel for the first and, very likely, only time. Part of the 
Sydney International Art Series, the exhibition is co-organised by 
the Musée National Picasso, Paris, the Art Gallery of NSW and 
Art Exhibitions Australia. The Art Gallery of NSW is the only venue 
in the southern hemisphere on its world tour.

Making sense: contemporary LA photo artists 
11 FEB – 13 MAY 2012 

This exhibition presents 13 works from the Gallery’s collection by 
Uta Barth, Miles Coolidge, Shannon Ebner, Christina Fernandez, 
Ken Gonzales-Day, Anthony Hernandez, Sharon Lockhart, Catherine 
Opie and Mark Wyse – artists based in Southern California whose 
work deals with relations between landscape and architecture, 
high and low culture, representations of the body, politics and 
irony, word and image.

MEDIA CONTACTS:	Susanne Briggs   02 9225 1791   0412 268 320   susanneb@ag.nsw.gov.au 
	 Claire Martin        02 9225 1734   0414 437 588   clairem@ag.nsw.gov.au   
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Pablo Picasso Deux femmes courant sur la plage (La course) 
(Two women running on the beach (the race)) 1922
gouache on plywood. Pablo Picasso Bequest 1979  
© Sucession Picasso, 2011/Licensed by Viscopy 2011 
© Paris Réunion des Musées Nationaux/Jean Gilles Berizzi
© Musée National Picasso, Paris

Miles Coolidge Stool 2006, type C photograph, Art Gallery
of New South Wales, Gift of Geoff and Vicki Ainsworth 2009. 
© Miles Coolidge, image courtesy ACME, Los Angeles

Jacob Zinman-Jeanes Something in the air (detail)
Artexpress 2011

ARTEXPRESS 2012
22 FEB – 22 APR 2012

A dynamic and popular annual exhibition, this year’s show 
features a selection of outstanding student artworks developed 
for the artmaking component of the HSC examination in Visual 
Arts 2011. It includes a broad range of approaches and expressive 
forms, including ceramics, collection of works, drawing, painting, 
photography, printmaking, sculpture and video.
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Sidney Nolan First-class marksman 1946
Ripolin enamel on hardboard, Art Gallery of New South Wales, 
purchased with funds provided by the Gleeson O’Keefe 
Foundation 2010. © The Trustees of the Sidney Nolan Trust/
Bridgeman Art Library

Ben Quilty Margaret Olley (detail). Winner 2011 Archibald Prize

Archibald, Wynne & Sulman Prizes
31 MAR – 3 JUN 2012     

The Archibald Prize is one of Australia’s oldest and most prestigious
art awards. Since its inception in 1921, the prize has been awarded 
to some of Australia’s most important artists, including George 
Lambert, William Dobell and Brett Whiteley. The Wynne Prize 
is awarded to the best landscape painting of Australian scenery 
in oils or watercolours or for the best example of figure sculpture, 
by an Australian artist. The Sir John Sulman Prize is awarded for 
the best subject painting or genre painting or mural project by 
an Australian artist.

Australian collection 
OPEN WEEKEND 5 & 6 MAY 2012

A new display of the Gallery’s Australian collection will be celebrated 
during an Open Weekend, with over 50 free events including talks, 
performances, music, readings and children’s programs, and the 
launch of an Australian collection app. The redesigned and refurbished 
20th-century Australian galleries will open with a display spanning 
the century, telling the story of modernism, figuration and abstraction 
and Indigenous art in this country. Favourite works by artists such 
as Margaret Preston, Grace Cossington Smith, Russell Drysdale, 
Sidney Nolan and Ian Fairweather will feature alongside works seldom 
displayed before. Exciting developments in the 1960s and 70s, from 
pop to Papunya to performance art, provide a connection to the new 
contemporary galleries. Across the way, the Grand Courts will be 
hung with a selection of our finest colonial, late 19th-century and 
Edwardian paintings and sculpture.

Australian Symbolism: the art of dreams 
11 MAY – 29 JULY 2012 

The late 19th century is enduringly popular with audiences in 
Australia. It was also a time when the Symbolist movement 
in literature, music and visual arts flourished, particularly in France. 
This exhibition – the first to focus on Symbolism in Australian art 
– provides a fresh context for the work of some of the era’s most 
well-known Australian artists, with over 80 paintings, sculptures, 
decorative art objects and works on paper from private and public 
collections. It investigates two main streams of Symbolist art: 
those artists, such as Rupert Bunny, Bertram Mackennal, Arthur 
Loureiro, Bernard Hall and George Lambert, who trained or worked 
overseas and drew directly from European Symbolist genres; 
and those working here, such as Charles Conder, Arthur Streeton, 
Tom Roberts and Sydney Long, who referenced Symbolism to 
define a local experience.

Sydney Long Sadder than a single star 1899 (detail)
oil on canvas, Art Gallery of New South Wales, purchased 1899. 
© Estate of Sydney Long. Courtesy Ophthalmic Research 
Institute of Australia



Jacky Redgate: the logic of vision
2 JUN – 9 SEP 2012

Sydney-based Jacky Redgate is one of Australia’s leading 
photographic artists, with a career spanning nearly 30 years. 
Since the 1980s, Redgate has explored the interplay of systems 
of perception and representation, particularly in relation to 
photography and what occurs when three-dimensional ‘things in 
the world’ are translated into two-dimensional images. In turn, 
Redgate has created sculptural objects which are either impossible 
to photograph or which are optical or perceptual conundrums.

Jacky Redgate Untitled #1 1989
Cibachrome photograph, Art Gallery of New South Wales, 
purchased with funds provided by the Photography Collection 
Benefactors’ Program 2007. © Jacky Redgate

Contemporary galleries
FROM 26 MAY 2012

In 2011, the Art Gallery of NSW launched the new contemporary 
galleries, including the John Kaldor Family Gallery. In 2012, the 
Kaldor collection and the Gallery’s contemporary collection will be 
combined to present a broad view of art from 1960 to now, bringing 
together artists and art movements in an exciting new display.  

Richard Deacon Listening to reason 1986
laminated wood, Art Gallery of New South Wales, 
Mervyn Horton Bequest Fund 1988. © Richard Deacon
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Kamisaka Sekka: master of modern 
Japanese art and design
21 JUN – 26 AUG 2012

This is the first time that such a comprehensive display of the 
exemplary Japanese sense for design will be shown in Australia. 
Consisting of around 100 paintings, ceramics, lacquer works, 
textiles, woodblock prints and drawings gathered from numerous 
collections, the exhibition focuses on the multi-faceted oeuvre of 
Kamisaka Sekka (1866-1942). One of the leading Japanese artists, 
designers and art instructors of the first half of the 20th century, 
Sekka is considered a master of the longstanding Japanese 
decorative tradition, Rinpa. 

To demonstrate the enduring allure of Rinpa-style arts, and 
Sekka’s art in particular, works by emerging and internationally 
renowned artists – such as Yamaguchi Ai, Yamamoto Taró, 
Sydney-based fashion designer Akira Isogawa and Kyoto-based 
textile artists Kenzo and Hiromu Takao – will also be included.

Kamisaka Sekka A word of things (Momoyogusa) 1910.
One page from 3 volumes of woodblock printed books, 
Art Gallery of New South Wales



18th Biennale of Sydney: All our relations
27 JUN – 16 SEP 2012

Under the creative direction of Catherine de Zegher and 
Gerald McMaster, the 18th Biennale of Sydney intends to 
focus on inclusionary art practices of generative thinking, such 
as collaboration, conversation and compassion. Working from 
a collaborative framework, this will be a departure from previous 
Biennale of Sydney exhibitions – the theme will increasingly 
become apparent through the process rather than being 
imposed on artists and audiences at the beginning.

Eugène Atget: Paris 1898–1924
24 AUG – 4 NOV 2012 

Eugène Atget (1857–1927) is considered a starting-point for 
20th-century documentary photography, inspiring artists and 
photographers such as Brassaï, Cartier-Bresson, the Surrealists 
and Walker Evans among many others. His vision of photography 
was an astonishingly modern one, although the equipment and 
techniques he deployed link him to 19th-century photography.

Organised by the Art Gallery of NSW, Sydney, Fundaçion MAPFRE, 
Madrid, Nederlands Fotomuseum, Rotterdam, Musée Carnavalet, 
Paris and Paris Musées, this is the first comprehensive exhibition 
of Atget’s work to be seen in Australia. The more than 200 
photographs in this exhibition come primarily from the collection 
of Musée Carnavalet, Paris, with the important inclusion of Atget’s 
work, as compiled by Man Ray, from the collection of George 
Eastman House, Rochester, USA. 

Eugène Atget Rue Hautefeuille, 6th arrondissement 1898, 
Albumen print, © Eugène Atget/Musée Carnavalet/Roger Viollet

Daan Roosegaarde Dune 2007–11 (detail)
hundreds of fibres, steel, microphones, sensors, speakers, 
software and other media. Courtesy Studio Roosegaarde. 
Photograph: Studio Roosegaarde
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Francis Bacon: five decades 
17 NOV 2012 – 17 FEB 2013

This will be the first major exhibition of Francis Bacon’s painting ever 
held in Australia, and it is particularly timely as 2012 marks 
the 20th anniversary of the artist’s death.  

Bacon is widely acknowledged as the outstanding figurative painter 
after Picasso, who was an early influence, as was Australian artist 
Roy de Maistre who encouraged Bacon to take up painting. In turn, 
Bacon’s impact on a younger generation of artists, including Brett 
Whiteley and David Hockney, was considerable.

Surveying Bacon’s life and work, this exhibition will present some 
50 paintings as well as archival material from the artist’s studio, 
including ephemera, films and photographs, which helped to fuel 
his painterly process. It is structured around five decades, which 
correspond loosely to key themes in Bacon’s development.   

Francis Bacon Study for self-portrait 1976
oil and pastel on canvas, Art Gallery of New South Wales, 
purchased 1978. © Francis Bacon/ARS. Licensed by 
Viscopy, Sydney



Dobell Prize for Drawing: 20th anniversary 
30 NOV 2012 – 9 FEB 2013

2012 is also the 20th anniversary of the Dobell Prize, Australia’s most 
important drawing prize. A new catalogue will be published and a 
regional touring exhibition is planned for 2013, comprising 
all prize-winning drawings along with other drawings the Gallery 
has acquired for the collection from finalists.

Among previous prize-winners are Jan Senbergs, Godwin 
Bradbeer, Pam Hallandal (twice), David Fairbairn, Nick Mourtzakis 
(twice), Aida Tomescu and Garry Shead. Former judges include 
James Gleeson, John Olsen, Margaret Olley, Colin Lanceley and 
Betty Churcher.

Suzanne Archer Derangement
Winner 2010 Dobell Prize for Drawing
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Art Gallery of New South Wales 
Art Gallery Rd, The Domain, Sydney 
Open daily 10am to 5pm, Wednesdays until 9pm

www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au

Exhibitions and dates may be subject to change

AGNSW Contemporary Projects 
This ongoing series of exhibitions by living artists is a platform 
for the creation of new work. The projects offer audiences a 
focused opportunity to engage with current ideas and material 
developments in contemporary art. Five exhibitions will be 
presented in 2012.

Ms&Mr 
8 DEC 2011 - 5 FEB 2012
Collaborative duo Ms&Mr 
intervene in traces of their 
own and other people’s 
personal histories to collapse 
the past and present. Often 
playful and speculative, their 
new video installation will 
evoke the infamous science 
fiction writer Philip K Dick.

Eugenia Raskopoulos 
16 FEB - 13 MAY 2012
Eugenia Raskopoulos uses 
the performing body to reflect 
on cultural practices that relate 
to everyday life, from the 
translation of words and their 
meaning across cultures, 
to aspects of sexuality and 
the erotic.

Simone Mangos 
2 JUN - 5 AUG 2012
By transferring found objects 
– such as light fittings and 
window frames – into the space 
of the gallery, the installations 
of Simone Mangos draw 
attention to how histories are 
embedded within particular 
materials and sites.

Shaun Gladwell 
DATES TO BE ADVISED
In Shaun Gladwell’s videos, 
choreographed movements 
drawn from sub-cultural 
pursuits, such as skateboarding 
and breakdancing, are slowed 
to become mesmerising 
reflections on the physical 
expression of cultural identity.

Cate Consandine 
DATES TO BE ADVISED
Cate Consandine brings 
video together with sculptural 
objects to evoke a sense of 
the uncanny in her multi-part 
installations. Bodies might 
twitch or heads fully rotate 
on-screen, while cast or 
crafted objects imply some 
kind of trauma.

AGNSW
CONTEMPORARY

PROJECTS


