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The First Emperor: China’s entombed warriors 2 December 
2010 – 13 March 2011 is a significant and unique exhibition of 
artefacts from the pre-imperial history of the state of Qin and 
the reign of the First Emperor Qin Shihuang (259–221 BCE). 
Included among the objects are the terracotta warriors and 
other items unearthed from the First Emperor’s mausoleum 
and its accompanying burial pits.

The crucial political, social and military innovations in Qin 
spearheaded developments in other early states and these 
formed the basis of the unification that typifies China even 
today. Complementing these advances was an astonishing 
level of artistic creativity. Undoubtedly one of the most 
striking are the entombed terracotta warriors, whose realism 
was unprecedented elsewhere in world art history. The 
questions surrounding their creation remain today an area  
of continued scholarship. 

Drawing upon the theme of innovation and creativity, this 
symposium will explore the origins of the Qin state and 
the institutional innovations that were instrumental in the 
establishment of a unified China. It will also elaborate upon 
the groundwork of artistic ingenuity of Qin in both its pre-
imperial and imperial periods, through a consideration of the 
archaeological discoveries linked with the origins of the state 
of Qin. 

The two-day symposium is a collaboration between the Art 
Gallery of New South Wales and the University of Sydney and 
each institution will host one day of the event. Participants 
will have special early morning access to the exhibition before 
the commencement of the symposium proceedings.

SympoSium 

Saturday 4 & 5 December 2010 
organised by The Art Gallery of New South Wales and  
The university of Sydney

InnovatIons and 
CreatIvIty In anCIent QIn
in conjunction with the exhibition  
The First Emperor: China’s entombed warriors

BookINGS ESSENTIAl 
Single day $90 non members / $80 members 
Both days $170 non members / $150 members

includes coffee and lunch

HoW To Book 
Book online www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/first-emperor-symposium
Tel 02 9225 1878
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The burial identified as the Musical Instrument Pit at 
the Mount Dabuzi in Li County, Gansu, datable to the 
late 8th or early 7th century BCE; excavated in 2000 

Photograph courtesy Wang Hui



9am  ReGiSTRATioN, exhiBiTioN VieWiNG, Coffee

SESSIoN 1: The development of Qin art and culture

10am  Exhibition introduction: 
naturalism, realism or symbolism in the art of Qin? 

 Edmund Capon, director, Art Gallery of New South Wales

 The discovery of the buried terracotta army guarding the 
entrance to Qin Shihuang’s tomb is one of the marvels of ancient 
China. Within the history of early Chinese art this finding is as 
revolutionary as it is revelatory. it heralded a new sensibility of 
realism, which contrasted the symbolic values dominant in the 
previous art of Bronze Age China. What gave rise to this realism, 
what was it meant to communicate and what was its impact on 
the subsequent history of Chinese art? 

10.30am  Creating universes: manufacturing the afterlife for the 
First Emperor and that of his successors in the Han period 

 Jessica Rawson, professor of Chinese art and archaeology, 
merton College, oxford university 

 The very solidity and realism of the terracotta warriors is evidence 
of the force behind the creation of the soldiers required by the first 
emperor in the afterlife. even a cursory examination of his tomb 
complex reveals the many different ways in which the afterlife 
took form. This lecture looks at the role of the various materials 
and techniques, and above all the inclusion of actual people 
and animals, in the complex. it also considers the role of painted 
imagery, both in the Qin and in the following han dynasty. 

11.15am  The development of the arts of jade and gold in Qin 

 Jay Xu, director, Asian Art museum of San francisco 

 The geographical location of the state of Qin was unique among 
the warring states of late Bronze Age China: it occupied the 
former royal domain of the Western Zhou dynasty, was close to 
pastoralist cultures in the north and the west, and was connected 
to the distinctive Shu culture in the south. The manner in which 
the Qin’s location helped to shape the trajectory of its artistic 
development – informed by both conservatism and diverse 
influences – is delineated through the media of jade and gold. 

12noon DiSCuSSioN

12.15pm LuNCh

9.30am  ReGiSTRATioN ,Coffee 

10am  Welcome

SESSIoN 3: Qin history and institutions

10.30am  The Qin military and the place of arms and armour 
in Qin culture

 Albert Dien, professor of Chinese, department of Asian languages, 
Stanford university 

 Achievements in social, economic and political organisation made it 
possible for the Qin to take advantage of technological advances in 
warfare and martial equipment on an unrivalled scale. Since the first 
evidence of organised warfare in the Shang dynasty, the design of 
protective armour evolved into ever smaller lacquered leather plates 
held together by cords and becoming specialised by function under 
the Qin. The role of the chariot advanced from the primary vehicle 
of warfare to a mobile command post, its role weakened by the 
introduction of cavalry.

11.15am  Five decisive events in the rise of the state of Qin

 Jeffrey Riegel, professor of Chinese and head of school, 
school of languages and cultures, university of Sydney

 five historical episodes in the grand narrative of the Qin’s rise tell 
a tale not only of growing military prowess, but also of significant 
innovation in Qin government, social organisation, culture and 
thought. This lecture examines these five episodes, which comprise 
the shifting of the Qin capital from what is now eastern Gansu 
to ancient yong in Shaanxi; the reign of Duke mu of Qin and the 
recognition of the Qin ruling lineage; the conquest of Shu and Ba in 
the 300s BCe; the political and social changes introduced by Shang 
yang and fan Ju; and the mid 200s BCe ascent of Lü Buwei and the 
establishment of the ‘Qin Academy’.

12noon  Qin law and its legacy: family law in the early Chinese dynasties 

 Robin D. S. Yates, professor of Chinese history, department of 
history, mcGill university

 The discovery of a cache of Qin legal documents in hubei province 
in 1975, supplemented by discoveries of a Qin local county archive 
and documents recovered from the hong Kong antiques market, 
have enabled researchers to understand how the early imperial 
Chinese state gained control over the diverse populations in the 
newly constituted empire. This lecture argues that the Qin co-opted 
the family as their primary means of controlling social behaviour. 
The establishment of the nuclear family as a legal entity had a major 
impact on later imperial times, when the family became the basis of 
the state’s economic survival and claims to political legitimacy. 

12.45pm  DiSCuSSioN 

1pm  LuNCh

SESSIoN 2: Archaeology and the accomplishments of the First Emperor

1pm  The First Emperor: innovator or integrator? 

 Lothar Ledderose, professor of the history of the art of east Asia, 
university of heidelberg

 it is generally assumed that the first emperor established political 
and cultural coherence by uniting the traditions of the various states 
and kingdoms it conquered. This lecture argues, however, that the 
essential elements of Qin material culture were in fact imported 
from outside China’s frontiers and that one of the first emperor’s 
greatest achievements was their successful integration into the 
Chinese cultural sphere. These foreign elements – including life-size 
sculptures, inscriptions on stone monuments, baked bricks and 
round coinage – were integrated so seamlessly into the fabric of 
Chinese culture that their foreign origins were soon forgotten.  
They have remained almost completely so to the present day. 

1.45pm  Rise from barbarian lands: Recent discoversies in the 
archaeology of Qin in Gansu

 Liu Yang, senior curator of Chinese art, 
Art Gallery of New South Wales

 The unearthing of thousands of guardian terracotta warriors and 
horses in xi’an, capital of present-day Shaanxi province, captured 
the world’s imagination. equally significant in shedding light on 
the evolution of the Qin state, from a tribe inhabiting the western 
frontier to a dominant ‘superpower’, are the numerous recent 
archaeological findings from the region corresponding with present-
day Gansu and Shaanxi provinces. This lecture explores how these 
discoveries have reshaped our perception of the origins of the Qin 
state, the rise of its culture, its involvement in ritual practice, as well 
as its contribution to the bronze craftsmanship of the Spring and 
Autumn period.

2.30pm  ShoRT BReAK

2.45pm  Report on archaeological researches of the Qin Shihuang 
mausoleum precinct, 1999–2003 

 Duan Qingbo, professor, department of archaeology, Northwest 
university, xi’an

 This lecture reports on several archaeological coring and survey 
projects, including the coring of the Qin Shihuang mausoleum 
precinct, the coring for the construction of the National park  
created at the site, additional coring in the vicinity that relates 
to later periods, and excavations of the fish pond. Together with 
earlier work undertaken on the mausoleum’s enclosure walls, these 
excavations produce a schematic overview of the complete layout 
of Qin Shihuang’s burial. As such, they offer new insights into the 
character of Qin Shihuang, his view of himself as a ruler and as an 
immortal figure. 

3.30pm  DiSCuSSioN

3.45pm  CLoSe Join the speakers for a glass of wine 

SESSIoN 4: Archaeology and the origins of Qin

2pm  Food for the ancestors of Qin: evidence from starch on 
pottery vessels

 Liu Li, professor, department of east Asian languages and cultures 
Stanford university

 The population of the pre-imperial Qin state is believed to have 
been closely related to peoples of the northwest frontier and thus 
different from inhabitants of the Central plains. investigations 
into the starchy foods used in funerary offerings of Qin burials 
has revealed various plant species, including Job’s tears, wheat, 
barley, oats, millet and yam. The results of this research suggest 
that the main crop of the pre-imperial Qin people was wheat and 
barley, which was utilised as a foodstuff for the living as well as 
a funerary offering. This diet is nearer to that of northwestern 
China and varies from that characteristic of the Central plains, 
which ancient texts tell us emphasised the use of millet.

2.45pm  The corpse ornaments of Qin women

 Chen Fang-Mei, professor, Graduate institute of Art history, 
National Taiwan university

 The terracotta warriors from the first emperor’s tomb complex 
display a rich variety of costumes and ornaments. Their existence 
raises questions such as ‘Were deceased Qin women provided 
with unique costume and ornaments?’ ‘What form of material 
equipment accompanied their journey to the otherworld?’  
A number of recent archaeological reports have provided us with 
fascinating clues. focusing on the region of xianyang and set 
against the backdrop of the evolution of the Qin from a vassal state 
to a unified empire, this lecture discusses the changes in women’s 
material world – from their time on earth to the spirit world.

3.30pm  ShoRT BReAK

3.45pm  Archaeological perspectives on the Qin unification of China 

 Lothar von Falkenhausen, professor of Chinese art history, 
department of art history, university of California, Los Angeles 

 Recent archaeological discoveries demonstrate that Qin unification 
introduced to the rest of China administrative institutions that 
had already been established in the Qin kingdom before the first 
emperor. These included a unified script, currency, a system of 
weights-and-measurements and a legal code, and they were no 
more than variations of institutions that had existed concurrently 
in neighbouring states. it is also now clear that the source of these 
institutions was the Western Zhou kingdom, which had unified 
large parts of northern China between the mid 1000s and the 
early 700s BCe. This lecture presents some of the archaeological 
materials that have prompted this reinterpretation of the historical 
contributions of the first emperor. 

4.30pm  DiSCuSSioN 

4.45pm  CLoSe 

Saturday 4 December  
Domain Theatre, Art Gallery of New South Wales

Sunday 5 December  
New Law School Theatre 101, university of Sydney

ProGrAM


