
Yangon – Inle Lake – Mandalay – Irrawady River – Bagan

with Judy Tenzing
13–27 January 2015 (15 days)
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Mystical Myanmar



Tour Leader

Judy Tenzing has a lifelong 
passion for India and the 
Himalaya and with over 
30 years’ experience as an 
administrator and tour leader 
on the great sub-continent she 
has a great deal to share with 
her fellow travellers. Judy has 
a degree in South Asian History 
and regularly presents courses 
at Sydney University’s Centre 
for Continuing Education on 
Indian and Himalayan history 
and culture. In 2001 Judy 
published the definitive book 
on the history of Sherpa 
mountaineering – Tenzing and 
the Sherpas of Everest. 

Myanmar sits at the crossroads of Asia’s great civilisations of India and China, and 
looks out onto the vast Indian Ocean. One of South East Asia’s largest and most 
diverse countries, Myanmar stretches from the sparkling islands of the Andaman 
Sea in the south up into the Eastern Himalayan mountain range. The Lord 
Buddha is said to have passed through here sometime between 550–500BC, 
and the stories of his journey are retold in the many cities, pagodas and golden 
sculptures you will see on this journey.

To this day Myanmar remains one of the most mysterious and undiscovered 
destinations in the world. A land of breathtaking beauty and charm yet only 
recently emerging into the modern world. 

Mystical Myanmar

At a glance
• Step back in time in the old colonial streets of Yangon 

• Experience the unique landscapes, cultures and peoples of Lake Inle

• Enjoy the colonial ‘hill station’ ambience of Maymyo

• Overnight cruise from Mandalay to Bagan along the Irrawady River 

• Marvel at the magnificence of Mandalay Palace, Mingun Pahtodawgyi Pagoda  
and the temples of Bagan
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Leg rowers, Inle LakeColonial Buildings, Yangon

tue 13 Jan 2015  australia – Yangon 
Morning departure from Australia on Thai Airways flight to Yangon 
via Bangkok arriving in the evening. After immigration, luggage 
collection and customs transfer to the hotel.

Wed 14 Jan Yangon
Begin your exploration with a walk around the central area of 
Yangon, the old colonial heart of the city. The old buildings of the 
East India Company and the British Raj stand tall, in varying stages 
of renovation. Take a short walk along the back streets to see the 
life of the city at street level before a welcome morning tea at the 
old Strand Hotel. Before lunch visit the childhood home of Aung 
San Suu Kyi – the home where her father, General Aung San, lived 
throughout the turbulent years of the independence movement.

In the afternoon visit the famed Shwedagon Pagoda. We will then 
spend an hour or two here watching the magnificent gold stupa 
through several stages of daylight, twilight then night. One of the 
greatest Buddhist sites in the world Shwedagon requires time and 
leisure to experience it fully. Evening at leisure. B  L

thu 15 Jan Yangon – inle Lake 
Today fly from Yangon to Heho Airport followed by the one hour 
drive to Nyaungshwe, the town nearest Inle Lake. Stop at a local 
restaurant for lunch and a leisurely stroll around this bustling rural 
town before heading to the canal to board the small boats which 
will take you out to your hotel on the lake. The afternoon is at 
leisure to relax and enjoy the life of the lake as it passes by your 
waterfront hotel. B  L  d

Fri 16 Jan  inle Lake
Full day exploring the lake by small boats. If you are lucky (the markets 
throughout the lake region operate on a changeable 5 day cycle) you 
will be able to visit the floating markets, a hub of rural trading which 
has gone on for centuries. Tribal people arrive from surrounding 
regional areas to trade, barter, and buy supplies as well as gossip in 
the market teahouses. You will see the famed leg-rowers of Inle and 
also visit a thriving silk factory which offers traditional silk as well as 
fabric spun from the strands of the lotus flower.  

The lake is a photographer’s paradise with floating gardens, 
century’s old boats and banks studded with traditional stilt houses 
and monasteries. B  L  d

sat 17 Jan inle Lake
Today take a morning sightseeing trip across the lake to Indein, a 
small rural village with a remarkable array of ancient stupas, some 
new and others crumbling into the earth after centuries atop this 
hill overlooking the lake. B  L  d

sun 18 Jan inle Lake – Mandalay – Maymyo
Morning transfer by air for Mandalay (about a one hour flight). 
From here drive for an hour and a half to the old British hill station 
of Maymyo. Formally established in 1896 this lovely town became 
the summer capital of the British Raj until Burma’s independence 
in 1948. B  L  d

Mon 19 Jan Maymyo
This morning visit the magnificent National Botanic Gardens, 
established in 1915 and including a stunning four acre orchid garden. 
The afternoon includes a relaxed wander about the small town 
centre and a drive past some of the old residences of the British 
Raj – still beautifully maintained. A quiet dinner at the hotel caps 
a wonderful day in the cool of the hills. B  L  d  

tue 20 Jan Maymyo – Mandalay 
Leaving the hills we retrace our steps to Mandalay, Myanmar’s 
second largest city and last royal capital. En route you will visit 
Amarapura, the “City of Immortals” and the capital of upper 
Burma. It was the capital of Myanmar twice, from 1783–1821 and 
again from 1842–1859, before finally being supplanted by Mandalay 
11 km north in 1859. Stop at the renowned U Bein Bridge, at 1.2 km 
the longest teak bridge in the world and built from the teak from 
the old Mandalay palace. 

On arrival in Mandalay visit the Shwenandaw Monastery, famous for 
its intricate wood-carvings. A fragile reminder and once part of the 
old Mandalay Palace which was destroyed by fire during WWII but 
had been moved to its current site by King Thibaw in 1880.

Itinerary



The biggest Buddhist temple Schwedagon pagoda, Rangoon

In the afternoon visit Mandalay Palace, the royal palace of the last 
Burmese monarchy. The palace was constructed, between 1857 
and 1859 as part of King Mindon’s founding of the new royal capital 
city of Mandalay. In the late afternoon head up to the lookout on 
Mandalay Hill for a sunset view across the plains to the Ayeyarwady 
River. B  L

Wed 21 Jan Mandalay (Mingun) 
Today’s excursion take you to Mingun, located on the west bank 
of the Ayeyarwady River 11 km north of Mandalay. It is the site 
of the uncompleted Mingun Pahtodawgyi pagoda, a monumental 
uncompleted stupa began by King Bodawpaya in 1790. It was not 
completed, due to an astrologer claiming that, once the temple 
was finished, the king would die. The completed stupa would have 
been the largest in the world at 150 meters. Huge cracks are visible 
on the structure from the earthquake of 23 March 1839 King 
Bodawpaya also had a gigantic bell cast to go with his huge stupa, 
the Mingun Bell weighing 90 tons, and is today the largest ringing 
bell in the world. 

Afternoon at leisure before an evening performance of the famous 
Mandalay Marionettes – an extraordinary puppet troupe who have 
worked tirelessly since 1986 to revive and rejuvenate this ancient 
art of Burma. B  d

thu 22 Jan  Mandalay – bagan 
Today drive the short distance from Mandalay to join your cruise 
down the Ayeyarwady River to Bagan. This will be a relaxing and 
scenic day and overnight down one of the world’s great rivers and 
the perfect introduction to the city of Bagan, as its ancient pagodas 
begin to stud the riverside as you draw nearer. B  L  d

Fri 23 Jan bagan
After a stunning sunrise and leisurely breakfast you reach Bagan, 
famed worldwide for two treasures: the endless plains studded with 
ancient Buddhist pagodas and its exquisite lacquer ware. Here you 
will have time here to enjoy both. 

After check-in and a short time to settle in, take a walk and head to 
lunch in a local restaurant. The afternoon will then be free to read, 
relax or hire a bicycle for an easy rise along the roads of Old Bagan. 
B  L  d

sat 24 Jan bagan 
Today you will take a horse cart and visit some of the most unique 
and extraordinary pagodas among the literally thousands which 
grace this landscape. Stop for lunch before an afternoon visit to one 
of Bagan’s renowned lacquer ware artisans. Just before sunset head 
to one of the large pagodas which affords magnificent views from its 
higher level across the pagoda studded plains surrounding the city. 
B  L  d

sun 25 Jan bagan
Today is at leisure. You can hire bicycles and explore more of this 
wonderful town. Or you may wish to simply walk the roads near 
the hotel, which reveal some hidden gems in terms of small and 
uniquely varied styles of pagodas. B

Mon 26 Jan bagan – Yangon
Transfer to Bagan Airport for a short flight to Yangon, for overnight.

Tonight, celebrate the conclusion of the tour with a special farewell 
dinner. B  d

tue 27 Jan depart Yangon 
Tour arrangements conclude after breakfast. 

There will be a transfer to Yangon Airport for suggested afternoon 
departure on Thai Airways to Bangkok, connecting with overnight 
flights to Australia. B

Wed 28 Jan arrive australia 
Morning (or afternoon) arrival in Australia. 

Washing Buddha



A view at the temples of Bagan



Tour Prices
Per person, twin-share AUD 7,500

Single supplement* AUD 1,650

Deposit per person AUD 500

Final payment due 14 November 2015

*Single travellers may request to share. Please advise at time of booking.

Tour code AG1503

Fitness level ABOVE AVERAGE

Please see booking conditions for fitness level definitions.

Suggested airline 
Thai Airways has connections from Australia to Yangon 
via Bangkok.  
Please contact Renaissance Tours for assistance with airfares 
and flight reservations.

Tour price includes
• Accommodation in centrally located 4-star hotels with 

daily breakfast ( B )

• Meals as per itinerary ( L =Lunch, d =Dinner)

• Transfers on arrival and departure if travelling on 
suggested flights

• Comprehensive sightseeing including entrance fees 
as per itinerary

• Lectures and talks with your tour leader throughout

• Gratuities for local guides and drivers

• Hotel porterage (1 piece per person). 

Tour price does not include
• International airfares

• Transfer on arrival and departure if not travelling 
on suggested flights

• Items of a personal nature, including telephone, laundry, 
mini-bar etc.

• Airport porterage

• Travel insurance

Your hotels
Yangon – Kandawgyi Hotel  

Inle Lake – Royal Inle Resort

Maymyo – Hotel Pyin Oo Lwin

Mandalay – Sedona Hotel 

River Boat to Bagan – Irrawaddy Princess

Bagan – Thiripyitsaya Resort

NB. Hotels of a similar standard may be substituted

Silk weaver, Inle Lake

Boats Inle Lake

Monks crossing the U Bein bridge at sunset, Amarapura



Terms & Conditions

How To Book
Complete, sign and return the Booking Form available 
from Renaissance Tours with your deposit and page 
one of your passport. 

deposIT / FInaL paYMenTs
Your deposit is due at the time of booking and is 
used to pay hotel, airline, performance tickets and/
or other deposits. It is non-refundable in the event 
of your cancellation. 

Final payment is due 60 days before departure. 
Failure to make the final payment by the due date 
may result in cancellation of your booking and loss 
of deposit.

Payments are accepted in cash and by cheque, 
bank transfer, American Express, Diners Club, 
MasterCard and Visa. A 3% service charge applies 
for payment by American Express and Diners Club.

CanCeLLaTIon & reFunds
a) Cancellation by You – Cancellation charges will 
be applied as shown below, calculated from the 
day written notification is received by Renaissance 
Tours. In addition to cancellation fees for tours 
operated by Renaissance Tours as shown below, 
airlines, hotels and other third parties may impose 
up to 100% cancellation charges. 

60 days or more Forfeit of deposit

59 – 45 days 25% of tour cost 

44 – 31 days 50% of tour cost

30 – 15 days 75% of tour cost 

Less than 15 days 100% of tour cost 

The above cancellation charges include applicable GST. 

In addition to the above, cancellation charges 
may apply for additional arrangements booked 
by Renaissance Tours, such as air tickets, hotels 
and travel insurance premium. If the reason for 
cancellation is covered by the insurance policy, you 
may be able to reclaim these charges. 

b) Cancellation by us – We reserve the right to 
cancel a tour for any reason (such as failure to reach 
minimum tour participant numbers). Except for 
force majeure, we will not cancel a tour less than 60 
days before departure. No further compensation 
will be paid in the event of cancellation by 

Renaissance Tours. A full refund of monies paid for 
tour costs will be the full extent of our liability.

Cancellation and/or amendment fees may apply 
for additional travel arrangements booked by 
Renaissance Tours. 

passporTs, VIsas and VaCCInaTIons
All travellers must be in a possession of a valid 
passport – most countries require a 6-month 
validity from your date of entry or exit. For some 
countries (e.g. China, Vietnam, India, Russia), visas 
are included in the tour cost and will be arranged 
by Renaissance Tours prior to travel. For other 
countries, it is your responsibility to ensure you have 
the appropriate visa(s). 

You are also responsible for obtaining all necessary 
inoculations and preventative medicines as may be 
required for the duration of the tour. 

Tour prICes
Prices quoted in our tour information are based 
on exchange rates, cost of services and applicable 
taxes at the time of publication. Prices may be 
subject to change in the event of significant currency 
fluctuations or the introduction of new taxes, up 
until final payment is received. 

In the event of a price increase, whether because 
of a currency fluctuation, increase in taxes or a 
correction in advertised prices, we will advise 
you and you have the option of accepting the 
amended prices, inclusions and booking conditions 
or withdrawing from the tour and receiving a full 
refund of all monies paid.

Once final payment is received, all prices will be 
guaranteed and no surcharges will apply.

TraVeL InsuranCe
It is a condition of travel that you are covered by 
comprehensive travel insurance for international 
tours. Your travel insurance can be arranged by 
Renaissance Tours. 

FITness and parTICIpaTIon
Most of our tours require a MODERATE level 
of fitness.

However, in certain destinations (e.g. Silk Road, 
Central Asia, Outback Australia, tropical 
destinations) or in certain seasons (e.g. mid-winter, 
mid-summer) or because of the nature of travel (e.g. 

remote rail), certain tours will require an ABOVE 
AVERAGE or CHALLENGING level of fitness.

If you (or we) have any doubts about your level 
of fitness, you may be required to have a doctor’s 
appraisal. This would require your doctor to read 
the itinerary of your chosen tour, including the 
fitness level, and provide you (and us) with a written 
confirmation of your ability to participate.

ModeraTe
For the overall benefit of the group, all tour 
members must possess a moderate level of mobility, 
including the ability to:

•  negotiate airports and railway stations without 
wheelchair assistance

•  use combined shower/bath facilities (it is 
impossible to guarantee walk-in shower facilities)

•  undertake walking tour of 1–2 hours duration, 
including using stairs, walking over cobblestones 
and other uneven surfaces

•  stand for long periods in museums and 
other sites

•  embark / disembark coaches, trains and other 
methods of transportation without assistance

•  handle your own luggage

aBoVe aVeraGe
In addition to the above, tour members must also 
be able to:

• undertake walking tours of 2–3 hours

• climb staircases of 100 or more steps

CHaLLenGInG
In addition to the above, tour members must also 
be able to:

•  handle extremes of temperature (e.g. below 0 
or above 35 degrees)

•  handle extremes of altitudes (e.g. 4000 metres 
and above).

You can find the full terms & conditions on the 
Renaissance Tours booking form.  
They can also be found at  
www.renaissancetours.com.au/booking-conditions/ 
or we would be happy to post you a copy on request.

Dhammayangyi Temple, Bagan
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Brochure effective 16 May 2014

Your travel agent is

toll free 1300 727 095 (AU) 
toll free 0800 403 621 (NZ) 
call (02) 9299 5801 
fax (02) 9299 5805 
email info@renaissancetours.com.au 
visit www.renaissancetours.com.au

Level 4, 47 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
GPO Box 5068, Sydney NSW 2001 
ABN 14 069 591 448 Lic. 2TA4526

TRAVEL WITH FRIENDS IN 2015


