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TOUR LEADER

Peter McNeil is Professor of 

Design History at the University 

of Technology Sydney and 

Professor of Fashion Studies 

at Stockholm University. He 

is a Fellow of the Australian 

Academy of the Humanities. 

He has authored more than 

200 works on fashion and design. 

He is a regular critic, reviewer 

and co-curator, lectures 

widely around the world and 

is currently working with the 

Los Angeles County Museum 

of Art on the largest exhibition

of men’s fashion ever assembled. 

In June 2014 the Academy of 

Finland announced Peter McNeil 

a Finland Distinguished Professor, 

the fi rst such award granted 

for the study of costume and 

fashion in that nation.

Melbourne in the spring is buzzing with excitement as women and men assemble 

their racing wardrobes.  To coincide with the major exhibition at the National 

Gallery of Victoria, The Fashion World of Jean-Paul Gaultier, go behind the 

scenes to discover Melbourne fashion secrets. Explore part of the great fashion 

treasures held in Melbourne collections. Meet curators and experts. Stop by a 

fashion icon in South Yarra. Examine the wider connections between fashion and 

the decorative arts, and enjoy a day at the Melbourne Spring Cup Carnival Races, 

all the time enjoying fi ne dining and luxury teas.

Melbourne Fashion Design
and Spring Racing

William Baker –  Kylie Minogue
Virgins (or Madonnas) collection, Immaculata gown. Jean Paul 
Gaultier, Haute couture spring-summer 2007, net lace dress 
with large patterned embroidery and white linen cut-outs
© William Baker

At a glance
• Four nights at the elegant Langham Hotel on the Southbank Promenade

• Explore the fashion secrets and treasures held in Melbourne’s fi nest collections  

• Enjoy High Tea in Melbourne’s iconic Mossgreen tearooms. 

• Spend a day at Melbourne’s Spring Carnival Races, a highlight in the fashion calendar 



Wed 05 Nov 2014 Marvellouse Melbourne

Arrive Melbourne and check into the Langham hotel, perfectly 

located on vibrant Southbank. Tour arrangements begin at 13:30 

with a visit to the beautiful Victorian National Trust house Labassa, 

one of Australia’s most signifi cant nineteenth century mansions 

and home to a costume collection that tells the fashion history of 

Melbourne and Victoria. Fashion was a very important part of life 

in nineteenth-century Australia and well before Jean Shrimpton 

in the 1960s, ‘knock out’ dresses were to be seen in the colonies, 

including at the Melbourne Cup. We will see a careful selection of 

this important national clothing collection, many with provenances 

as to who wore them. 

This evening, join Peter McNeil and fellow travellers for a welcome 

briefi ng about our tour, the city of Melbourne and a brief story of 

Australian fashion, and dinner at the hotel  D

Thu 06 Nov The NGV Focus

This morning visit the National Gallery of Victoria’s exhibition 

of The Fashion World of Jean-Paul Gaultier.  Irreverent and 

iconoclastic, Gaultier has changed the face of fashion over the past 

thirty years.  Meet part of the curatorial team and go behind the 

scenes to see up close examples of 18th and 19th century fashions, 

the likes of which inspired Jean-Paul Gaultier in his designs.  

Lunch in the beautiful Persimmon restaurant followed by ‘Dressing 

up’- fashion, silver and ceramics in the 17th and 18th centuries in 

the superb NGV Decorative Arts and Painting collection.  We will 

view the beautiful new ‘integrated hang’ of paintings, furniture and 

decorative arts, part of which is about the fashion world of men 

and women.

Evening at leisure.  B  L

Fri 07 Nov The Secret Victorians

Start the day with a visit to the Johnston Collection, a hidden 

treasure in the heart of Melbourne bequeathed to the people of 

Victoria (and beyond) by antique dealer William Johnston (1911-

1986). Centred in a beautiful Georgian-styled townhouse,  it holds a 

superb collection of Georgian and Regency fi ne and decorative arts. 

Itinerary

Labassa House

Labassa House

Dinner Dress
Maker Unknown, Date: 1880 ca. MELBOURNE ?

Silk, cotton, crin (horsehair), glass, lace
Image courtesy of the National Gallery of Victoria

Le Louvre store



Lunch in a smart local restaurant.  In the afternoon visit Le Louvre, 

the most iconic fashion boutique in Australia. Founded by Lillian 

Wightman in 1923, it now graces new post-modern premises with 

many of the original furnishings from the famous Collins St store 

intact. We will be welcomed by the Le Louvre team, lovers of 

leopard skin – beware – this was the home of the leopard-lined 

raincoat for decades.  

Enjoy high tea at the iconic Mossgree Tearooms. Late afternoon visit 

to the award winning designers S!X.  Denise Sprynskyj and Peter 

Boyd established their Melbourne-based label S!X in 1993 and are 

noted for their directional fashion and understanding of structure 

and form. Denise and Peter will take us through their process of 

designing a jacket. You might even commission one from them!

Finish the day with a drink in one of Melbourne’s iconic local bars.  

Dinner at leisure.  B  L  T

Sat 08 Nov A day at the Races

Today enjoy a day at the Emirates Stakes Day at Flemington races, 

part of the Melbourne Spring Carnival.  Enjoy the beautiful Home 

Straight Enclosure.  The day will include canapés on arrival, two 

course buff et lunch with a selection of wines, beer and sparkling 

wines. Hats optional but likely to appear!  B  L

Sun 9 Nov Depart Melbourne 

Tour concludes after breakfast.

Flinder Lane, Melbourne

Image courtesy The Johnston Collection, East Melbourne (A1191-1998) Image courtesy The Johnston Collection, East Melbourne (A0210-1989)



Kate Bergin, Six Impossible Things Before Breakfast
Image courtesy of the Artist Kate Bergin and Mossgreen Gallery

Spring Carnival

Hats at Serena Linderman Millinery © Paul Philipson



Tour Prices
Per person twin-share AUD 2,450

Single supplement AUD 650

Deposit per person AUD 350

Final payment due 22 September 2014

*Single travellers may request to share. Please advise at time of booking.

Tour code AG1421

Fitness level Moderate

Please see booking conditions for fitness level defi nitions.

Flights
Please contact Renaissance Tours for assistance. 

Tour price includes
• Accommodation at the Langham Hotel Melbourne 

with daily breakfast ( B ).

• Meals as per itinerary ( L =Lunch, D =Dinner T = High 

Tea). Wines with dinners. 

• Comfortable air-conditioned coach transportation 

• Comprehensive sightseeing including local guides 

and entrance fees as per itinerary

• Lectures and talks with tour leader throughout 

• Gratuities for local guides and drivers

• Hotel porterage (one piece per person)

Tour price does not include
• Airfares

• Transfers on arrival and departure 

• Airport porterage

• Drinks with lunches

• Items of a personal nature (e.g. telephone, laundry, 

minibar etc.)

• Travel insurance

Jean Paul Gaultier
Les Cages [Cages] collection, Calligraphie dress

Haute couture autumn-winter 2008-09
© Patrice Stable/Jean Paul Gaultier

The Langham Hotel««««« 
Superbly located in Melbourne’s Southbank Promenade 

overlooking the Yarra River and a short walk from the 

National Gallery of Victoria and Federation Square, the hotel 

features 387 elegantly-appointed rooms and suites, decorated 

in classic elegance. 

Hotel facilities include a signature restaurant named after 

Melbourne’s world famous opera performer, Dame Nellie 

Melba and the Aria Bar & lounge, Chuan Spa, 24-hour in room 

dining, a fi tness centre and pool.



Jean Paul Gaultier 
Les Indes galantes [Romantic India] 

collection, Lascar dress
Haute couture, spring-summer 2000
© Patrice Stable/Jean Paul Gaultier



You can fi nd the full terms & conditions on the Renaissance Tours booking form. 
They can also be found at www.renaissancetours.com.au/booking-conditions/ 
or we would be happy to post you a copy on request.

TRAVEL WITH FRIENDS IN 2014

Brochure eff ective 10 June 2014

Your travel agent is

toll free 1300 727 095 (AU)

toll free 0800 403 621 (NZ)

call (02) 9299 5801

fax (02) 9299 5805

email info@renaissancetours.com.au

visit www.renaissancetours.com.au

Level 4, 47 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000

GPO Box 5068, Sydney NSW 2001

ABN 14 069 591 448 Lic. 2TA4526

Southbank Promenade
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