
TEMPLES, THANGKAS & TEXTILES

with Joyce Morgan 

02 –14 March 2015 (13 days)
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TRAVEL WITH FRIENDS IN 2015
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numbers!

EARLY BOOKING

RECOMMENDED

Heavenly Bhutan



TOUR LEADER

Joyce Morgan 

Joyce Morgan is a journalist 

and author. She is a former 

arts editor of The Sydney 

Morning Herald and has 

written on arts and culture 

for 20 years.

She has worked in London, 

Hong Kong, Pakistan and 

Sydney. Her writing has 

appeared in The Sydney 

Morning Herald, The Saturday 

Paper, The Australian and 

Huffi  ngton Post.

She has travelled widely 

in the Himalayas, including 

India, Nepal, Tibet, China 

and Bhutan. She is co-author 

of Journeys on the Silk Road.

Bhutan, the last Himalayan kingdom, has sweeping mountains, towering fortress-

monasteries and a rich Buddhist culture. The reclusive kingdom has started to 

open its door to the world while maintaining its vibrant traditions.

With breathtaking architecture, dramatic landscape and a thriving artistic culture, 

the land of the Thunderdragon is like no other. Myth and legend intertwine in a 

place where monks dance and tigers are said to fl y, where rice is red and men 

don traditional robes with argyle socks. 

Spring is an ideal time to visit Bhutan when its valleys and woodlands are as fertile 

and colourful as the work of its many weavers, woodcarvers and painters.

Heavenly Bhutan
TEMPLES, THANGKAS & TEXTILES

At a glance
• Above charming Paro town, wander through an ancient watchtower that houses 

the National Museum with its superb collection of thangka scroll paintings.

• Enjoy the artisans, museums and markets of Thimpu, the world’s only capital city 

without traffi  c lights.

• Marvel at Punakha Zdong, the magnifi cent fortress where Bhutan’s kings are crowned. 

• Venture into the Bumthang region in central Bhutan, the country’s cultural heartland.
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Mon 02 Mar 2015  Australia – Bangkok

Morning departure from Australia on Thai Airways fl ights to Bangkok.

Mid-afternoon arrival at Bangkok International airport. Transfer to 

the Novotel Bangkok Suvarnabhumi Airport Hotel.

Dinner at the Hotel.  D

Tue 03 Mar Bangkok – Paro – Thimphu 

Transfer to Bangkok airport for an early morning fl ight (approx. 

7.20am) to Paro with Druk Air. 

After immigration, luggage collection and customs, transfer to Bhutan’s 

capital, Thimphu, an exciting blend of tradition and modernity.

Following lunch, the afternoon is at leisure to relax and wander 

around the nearby shops and galleries.

Tonight a welcome dinner with Joyce Morgan and fellow travellers. 
B   L   D

Wed 04 Mar  Thimphu

This morning, visit the National Memorial Chorten (a Buddhist 

monument containing relics) and drive to Kuenselphodrang to view 

the kingdom’s largest statue of Lord Buddha, a 50-metre-high bronze.

Visit the National Textile Museum which showcases Bhutan’s 

achievements in fabric arts. The museum envisions becoming the 

centre for textile studies and research. 

Prior to lunch, call into the Voluntary Artists’ Studio, VAST. 

VAST was set up in 1998 by a group of professional artists as a 

non-profi t, non-governmental organisation (NGO). The organisation 

aims to provide opportunities to Bhutanese youth, developing their 

talents through artistic explorations and other socially useful work.

Drive to the north of Thimphu Valley and visit the Folk Heritage 

Museum, a restored mid-19th century traditional farmhouse.

Continue to the Institute for Zorig Chusum. Commonly known 

as the Painting School, the institute off ers a six-year course on 

the 13 traditional arts and crafts of Bhutan. 

Visit the National Library which holds a vast collection of Buddhist 

texts and manuscripts, some dating back several hundred years.

Later visit Tashichho Dzong an impressive fortress/monastery that 

now houses the secretariat building, the throne room of His Majesty 

the King as well as various government offi  ces. Arrive in time to 

watch the fl ag ceremony and the March of the Guards.  B   L   D

Thu 05 Mar Thimphu – Punakha 

An early departure for a dramatic drive over the high mountain pass 

of Dochu La and on to Punakha Valley. En route pass one of Bhutan’s 

fi rst fortress monasteries, the 17th century Simtokha Dzong.

Visit the ancient wall paintings at the Hongtsho Goemba monastery.

Upon arrival at Dochu La, visit Druk Wangyal Chortens where 

we witness a sacred fl ag hoisting (Lung Dhar).

Lung Dhar (Wind Horse)
The Lung Dhar, meaning Wind Horse, consists of coloured 

square cloths strung together, the colours represent the fi ve 

elements – Yellow (earth), green (wood), white (iron), blue 

(water), and red (fi re). The prayers and mantras are written on 

the cloth. The Lung Dhars are usually hung outdoors in higher 

places where the winds are stronger. The wind is considered 

an expression of the mind and mental energy, so when the 

wind moves the prayer fl ags, it activates the blessings.

Lunch at Dochu La resort. 

After lunch continue over the 3050m mountain pass, where 

on a clear day, towering Himalayan peaks are easily visible.

Stop en route and hike (optional) about 30 minutes to Chimi 

Lhakhang temple on a small hilltop. The temple was dedicated in 

the 14th century to the great yogi known as Drukpa Kuenley, the 

“Divine Madman”, for his unconventional Buddhist teachings. 

Itinerary

Druk Wangyal ChortensZorig Chusum, where the 13 traditional arts are taught



Punakha is located in a tropical valley with warm summers and 

pleasant winters. Punakha was the capital of Bhutan until 1955 

when the seat of government moved to Thimphu.

Early afternoon arrival in Punakha.  B   L   D

Fri 06 Mar Punakha – Gangtey

This morning visit the impressive Punakha Dzong, home to the 

remains of Bhutan’s fi rst ruler, Shabdrung Nawang Namgyal.

Continue through the scenic villages of Wangdi and Dang Chhu 

before climbing through forests of bamboo and oak to the Phobjika 

Valley, one of Bhutan’s most beautiful valleys.

After lunch visit the striking Gangtey Goemba, one of the oldest 

Nyingmapa monasteries in Bhutan, sitting at the head of the valley. 

Enjoy a walk through the quaint village of Gangtey.  B   L   D

Sat 07 Mar Gangtey – Trongsa

An early morning departure for Trongsa. Journey through dramatic 

landscapes of terraced farmland, crossing the Black Mountain Range 

that divides western and central Bhutan. Travel the east-west 

highway and ascend to Pele La pass (3420m), which is marked by 

prayer fl ags.

After crossing Pele La pass, the road descends through hillsides of 

dwarf bamboos, lush pasturelands, and evergreen forests to the small 

village of Kgebji. Continue down the valley to the village of Rukubji, 

and the large Chendebji Chorten. This chorten was built in the 

19th century in the style of the great Boudhanath Chorten of Nepal. 

From Chendebji, the valley narrows then widens into the Mangde 

river valley before arriving at Trongsa.

After lunch at a local restaurant, visit Trongsa Dzong, the ancestral 

home of Bhutan’s monarch, where you will often fi nd novice monks 

reciting mantras or practising on sacred red horns, fl utes or drums.

Late in the afternoon visit Ta Dzong (watchtower). Built to defend 

Trongsa Dzong, it now houses the splendid Tower of Trongsa 

Museum.  B   L   D

Sun 08 Mar Trongsa – Bumthang

Today’s drive takes you to Bumthang, the nation’s religious heartland.

Travel over the picturesque Yotong La pass and down into the 

Chhume Valley, home of Bhutan’s famous Yatra weaving. Explore 

the traditional textiles, and perhaps see the weavers create their 

intricate handiwork.

After lunch explore the old palace, Wangdichhoeling, home to 

the 2nd King, and the auspicious prayer wheel.

Heading up the valley, take in the grand Kurjey Lhakhang, built in 

1652 by Mingyur Tempa and considered one of Bhutan’s most 

auspicious monuments. 

Later in the afternoon, explore Jambay Lhakhang, home to the early 

winter festivals that draw thousands of Bhutanese for their annual 

blessings. Returning to town, visit Tamshing Monastery, recently 

submitted for inclusion on UNESCO’s World Heritage list.  B   L   D

Mon 09 Mar Bumthang

Today discover Bumthang district with a drive to the stunningly 

beautiful Tang Valley. This seldom-visited valley has some off -the-

beaten-track lhakhangs (temples) and monasteries. Visit the museum 

at Ugen Chhoeling Palace and its cultural treasures (short hike).

Following a picnic lunch, visit the valley’s unique cottage industries 

– Red Panda Brewery, Bumthang Cheese Dairy Facility and the 

Bumthang Distillery, home to numerous distinctive spirits.  B   L   D

Tue 10 Mar Bumthang – Paro

After breakfast transfer to the airport for a late morning fl ight to 

Paro (1 ½ hours).

Visit the National Museum, where an impressive collection 

of artefacts and thangkas (religious scroll paintings) provide a 

wonderful display of the kingdom’s rich culture and heritage.

Later in the afternoon visit Paro Dzong, a fi ne example of 

Bhutanese historic architecture. Continue across Nyamai Zampa, 

a traditional cantilever bridge, to the town temple, built in 1525, 

housing ancient wall paintings.  B   L   D

Punakha Dzong © Françoise BrenckmannNun near Tiger’s Nest © Joyce Morgan



Wed 11 Mar Paro

After breakfast, begin the day with a pleasant hike up to one of 

Bhutan’s most revered monuments, Taktsang Goemba, more 

commonly referred to as Tiger’s Nest Monastery. The four-hour 

trek off ers spectacular views of this sacred monastery perched on 

a cliff  face 900m above the valley fl oor. (Optional)

Late in the afternoon visit the auspicious Kyichu Lhakhang, a sacred 

monument said to pin down the left foot of a treacherous ogress. 

This is one of the oldest temples in Bhutan dating back to the 

7th century.  B   L   D

Thu 12 Mar  Paro

Drive to Haa Valley, via the seldom-travelled route climbing over 

Chele La pass, one of the highest motorable points in Bhutan. 

Journey through forests of rhododendrons, cypress and fi r.

Upon arrival at Haa Valley, visit the fabled temples Chhundu Lhakhang 

and the 7th century Lhakhang Karpo that provide interesting insights 

into the history of the valley and its religious founding. 

This evening celebrate the conclusion of the tour with a farewell 

dinner.  B   L   D

Fri 13 Mar Paro – Bangkok

After breakfast, transfer to Paro airport for a mid-morning fl ight 

to Bangkok.

Mid-afternoon arrival at Bangkok International airport. Transfer 

to the Novotel Bangkok Suvarnabhumi Airport Hotel.  B  

Sat 14 Mar Bangkok- Sydney

Transfer to Bangkok airport for an early morning fl ight (approx. 

8.15am) with Thai Airways.

Evening arrival in Sydney.  B  

Gangtey monks

Haa Valley © Douglas J. McLaughlin

Gangtey Goemba

Chorten on Pele La Pass © Jean-Yves Roure



Tour Prices
Per person twin-share AUD 9,250

Single supplement* AUD 2,450

Deposit per person AUD 1,500

Final payment due 31 December 2014

*Single travellers may request to share. Please advise at time of booking.

Tour code AG1504

Visas Obtained on arrival 

Airline Thai Airways 

Fitness level Above average 

Please see booking conditions for fi tness level defi nitions.

Tour price includes
• Accommodation as noted below with daily breakfast ( B )

• Meals as per itinerary ( L  =Lunch, D  =Dinner)

• Wine with Welcome and farewell dinners in Bhutan

• Return International economy airfares with Thai airways, 

Australia – Bangkok 

• Return International and domestic economy airfares with 

Druk Air (20kg applies)

• Coaster bus for touring

• All transfers if travelling on group fl ights

• Comprehensive sightseeing including local guides and 

entrance fees as per itinerary

• Lectures and talks with your tour leader throughout

• Bhutan visa

• Bhutan government royalties and taxes

• Gratuities for local guides and drivers

•  Hotel porterage (one piece per person) 

Tour price does not include
• Transfers on arrival and departure in Bangkok and Bhutan 

if not travelling on group fl ights

• Items of a personal nature, including telephone, laundry, 

mini-bar etc.

• Drinks with meals

• Airport porterage

• Travel insurance

Your hotels
Bangkok – Novotel Suvarnabhumi Airport Hotel

Thimphu – Druk Hotel

Punakha – Kunzang Zhing Resort

Gangtey – Hotel Dewachen

Trongsa – Hotel Yangkhil

Bumthang – Yu Gharling

Paro – Nak Sel Hotel

NB. Hotels of a similar standard may be substituted

Whilst improving rapidly, Bhutan still has a limited 

tourism infrastructure, and there are occasionally 

challenges. Four-star accommodation is limited in some 

remote valleys. Basic infrastructure of Bhutan’s roads 

means they are constantly being upgraded. You will 

encounter areas of degraded roads that require slow 

vehicle speeds that may result in some delays.

Tiger’s Nest monastery © Joyce Morgan

Bridge near Paro © Joyce Morgan



Terms & Conditions

HOW TO BOOK
Complete, sign and return the Booking Form available 
from Renaissance Tours with your deposit and page 
one of your passport. 

DEPOSIT / FINAL PAYMENTS
Your deposit is due at the time of booking and is 
used to pay hotel, airline, performance tickets and/
or other deposits. It is non-refundable in the event 
of your cancellation. 

Final payment is due 60 days before departure. 
Failure to make the fi nal payment by the due date 
may result in cancellation of your booking and loss
of deposit.

Payments are accepted in cash and by cheque, 
bank transfer, American Express, Diners Club, 
MasterCard and Visa. A 3% service charge applies 
for payment by American Express and Diners Club.

CANCELLATION & REFUNDS
a) Cancellation by You – Cancellation charges will 
be applied as shown below, calculated from the 
day written notifi cation is received by Renaissance 
Tours. In addition to cancellation fees for tours 
operated by Renaissance Tours as shown below, 
airlines, hotels and other third parties may impose 
up to 100% cancellation charges. 

60 days or more Forfeit of deposit

59 – 45 days 25% of tour cost 

44 – 31 days 50% of tour cost

30 – 15 days 75% of tour cost 

Less than 15 days 100% of tour cost 

The above cancellation charges include applicable GST.

In addition to the above, cancellation charges 
may apply for additional arrangements booked 
by Renaissance Tours, such as air tickets, hotels 
and travel insurance premium. If the reason for 
cancellation is covered by the insurance policy, you 
may be able to reclaim these charges. 

b) Cancellation by Us – We reserve the right to 
cancel a tour for any reason (such as failure to reach 
minimum tour participant numbers). Except for 
force majeure, we will not cancel a tour less than 60 
days before departure. No further compensation 
will be paid in the event of cancellation by 

Renaissance Tours. A full refund of monies paid for 
tour costs will be the full extent of our liability.

Cancellation and/or amendment fees may apply 
for additional travel arrangements booked by 
Renaissance Tours. 

PASSPORTS, VISAS AND VACCINATIONS
All travellers must be in a possession of a valid 
passport – most countries require a 6-month 
validity from your date of entry or exit. For some 
countries (e.g. China, Vietnam, India, Russia), visas 
are included in the tour cost and will be arranged 
by Renaissance Tours prior to travel. For other 
countries, it is your responsibility to ensure you have 
the appropriate visa(s). 

You are also responsible for obtaining all necessary 
inoculations and preventative medicines as may be 
required for the duration of the tour. 

TOUR PRICES
Prices quoted in our tour information are based 
on exchange rates, cost of services and applicable 
taxes at the time of publication. Prices may be 
subject to change in the event of signifi cant currency 
fl uctuations or the introduction of new taxes, up 
until fi nal payment is received. 

In the event of a price increase, whether because 
of a currency fl uctuation, increase in taxes or a 
correction in advertised prices, we will advise 
you and you have the option of accepting the 
amended prices, inclusions and booking conditions 
or withdrawing from the tour and receiving a full 
refund of all monies paid.

Once fi nal payment is received, all prices will be 
guaranteed and no surcharges will apply.

TRAVEL INSURANCE
It is a condition of travel that you are covered by 
comprehensive travel insurance for international 
tours. Your travel insurance can be arranged by 
Renaissance Tours. 

FITNESS AND PARTICIPATION
Most of our tours require a MODERATE level 
of fi tness.

However, in certain destinations (e.g. Silk Road, 
Central Asia, Outback Australia, tropical 
destinations) or in certain seasons (e.g. mid-winter, 

mid-summer) or because of the nature of travel (e.g. 
remote rail), certain tours will require an ABOVE 
AVERAGE or CHALLENGING level of fi tness.

If you (or we) have any doubts about your level 
of fi tness, you may be required to have a doctor’s 
appraisal. This would require your doctor to read 
the itinerary of your chosen tour, including the 
fi tness level, and provide you (and us) with a written 
confi rmation of your ability to participate.

MODERATE
For the overall benefi t of the group, all tour 
members must possess a moderate level of mobility, 
including the ability to:

•  negotiate airports and railway stations without 
wheelchair assistance

•  use combined shower/bath facilities (it is 
impossible to guarantee walk-in shower facilities)

•  undertake walking tour of 1–2 hours duration, 
including using stairs, walking over cobblestones 
and other uneven surfaces

•  stand for long periods in museums and 
other sites

•  embark / disembark coaches, trains and other 
methods of transportation without assistance

•  handle your own luggage

ABOVE AVERAGE
In addition to the above, tour members must also 
be able to:

• undertake walking tours of 2–3 hours

• climb staircases of 100 or more steps

CHALLENGING
In addition to the above, tour members must also 
be able to:

•  handle extremes of temperature (e.g. below 0  
or above 35 degrees)

•  handle extremes of altitudes (e.g. 4000 metres 
and above).

You can fi nd the full terms & conditions on the 
Renaissance Tours booking form. 
They can also be found at 
www.renaissancetours.com.au/booking-conditions/ 
or we would be happy to post you a copy on request.

Bumthang monks
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TRAVEL WITH FRIENDS IN 2015

Brochure eff ective 29 May 2014

Your travel agent is

toll free 1300 727 095 (AU)

toll free 0800 403 621 (NZ)

call (02) 9299 5801

fax (02) 9299 5805

email info@renaissancetours.com.au

visit www.renaissancetours.com.au

Level 4, 47 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000

GPO Box 5068, Sydney NSW 2001

ABN 14 069 591 448 Lic. 2TA4526
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