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Lecture summary: 
 
This lecture explores the mingling of art, science and philosophy in the work of Joseph Wright of Derby.  
It addresses the major themes of his work, such as air, light and art education, and their relationship to 
developments in Enlightenment thinking. 
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Joseph Wright of Derby, Blacksmith’s Shop, 1771, oil on canvas, 128.3 x 

104cm, Yale Center for British Art, New Haven 

 


