
Addis AbAbA And the historicAl north

with christopher hartney
03–16 november 2014 (14 days)

TRAVEL WITH FRIENDS IN 2014
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Ethiopia: The Heart 
of African Civilization



Tour Leader

dr Christopher Hartney is 
a lecturer in the department 
of studies in religion at the 
University of sydney where 
he teaches Art and religion, 
the Politics of terror in the 
twentieth century and east 
Asian Philosophy. christopher 
has written numerous papers 
on popular culture in the West 
and is currently preparing a 
book on the Australian sculptor 
Ken Unsworth. he is also a 
visiting lecturer at the Art 
Gallery of new south Wales.

From the 3.2 million year old skeleton of lucy to the Queen of sheba and beyond, 
ethiopia has been the heart of African civilization for quite some time. in this  
path-breaking tour deep into this amazing continent, touch at the very origins of 
our species and explore with wonder, the ‘southern’ side of the great monotheisms. 
the torah, new testament and Qur’an all reference this incredible land and its 
people and you shall delve into why and how. the myth of sheba and solomon is the 
start of an incredible history that stretches as far as ethiopian emperor haile selassie 
and the caribbean-based rastafaris who considered him god on earth. the country, 
its ruins and its amazing culture will stun and amaze you. Join christopher hartney 
on a journey that will take you through one of the major cultural crossroads of all 
history and unveil an Africa that is welcoming, sophisticated and profound.

Ethiopia: The Heart 
of African Civilization

At a glance
•	 Follow the classic historical circuit across north ethiopia

•	explore the extraordinary geography, panoramas and wildlife of the simien Mountains

•	  travel to lake tana, the source of the blue nile, and home to ancient monasteries filled 
with artistic treasures

•	  discover the history, legends and myths of the Queen of sheba, the Ark of the covenant 
and the kingdom of Axum

•	Marvel at lalibela’s ancient rock-hewn christian churches

•	  Join an optional extension to the mountains, national parks, lakes and tribes of the south 
(escorted by local qualified guide)
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Castle in Ethiopia A painting in a church in the area of Bahar Dar ©Justin Clements

Sun 02 Nov 2014 Depart Australia
depart Australia on overnight emirates flights via dubai.

Mon 03 Nov Arrive Addis Ababa
early afternoon arrival at Addis Ababa bole international Airport 
where you will be met and transferred to your hotel. 

this evening, join chris hartney and fellow travellers for a welcome 
briefing and dinner in the hotel. d

Tue 04 Nov Addis Ababa – bahir Dar 
enjoy a full day city tour of the ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, 
including visits to entoto Mountain, the ethnological Museum, 
national Museum and trinity (selassie) church. 

transfer to the airport for a late afternoon flight to bahir dar in the 
northwest of the country for stay of two nights. 

situated on the southern shore of lake tana, the source of the blue 
nile, bahir dar has an elevation of approximately 1,800 metres and 
is known for its wide avenues lined with palm trees and a variety of 
colourful flowers. B  d

Wed 05 Nov bahir Dar 
After breakfast, take a boat trip on lake tana to visit a selection of 
the monasteries hidden on the islands and shores of this sacred lake. 
Visit the Zege Peninsula and the monasteries of Azuwa Maryam and 
Ura Kidane Mehret and the island monastery of debre Maryam 
near the outlet of the blue nile river. 

in the afternoon, take a city tour of bahir dar including a drive to 
the bezawit hill, overlooking lake tana and the blue nile river. 
Finish the day with a view of the sunset over the lake. B  L  d

Thu 06 Nov bahir Dar – Gondar
in the morning, drive out to the blue nile Falls for a short hike in 
the area. 

later, depart for Gondar, stopping for a visit to the unique village 
of Awra Amba, which practices equality for all members of their 
society. late afternoon arrival at Gondar. B  L  d

Fri 07 Nov Gondar
Full day exploration of Gondar, which previously served as the 
capital of both the ethiopian empire and the subsequent begemder 
Province. the city has been referred to as the ‘camelot of Africa 
due to the presence of several royal castles.

during the day, visit the royal enclosure, with six castles and several 
other buildings. Additionally, visit Fasilidas’s Pool, still used for timket 
celebrations today, ras Gimb Palace Museum, the ruins of Kuskuam 
and the debre birhan selassie church, with the most famous ceiling 
in ethiopia. B  L  d

Sat 08 Nov Gondar – Simien Mountains
early morning departure to the Unesco World heritage-listed 
simien Mountains which consist of plateaux separated by valleys 
and rising to pinnacles. the tallest peak is ras dashen (4,550 
m); other notable heights include Mounts biuat (4,437 m) and 
Kidis Yared (4,453 m).

on arrival, the rest of the day is available for hikes in the area 
around simien lodge, the highest hotel in Africa at 3,260 metres.  
B   L   d

Sun 09 Nov Simien Mountains
today you will go further into the mountains for more scenery 
and wildlife viewing. 

in the morning, depart for sankober, for an easy hike to the Geech 
Abyss waterfall, where the Jinbar river plunges into the abyss. After 
a picnic lunch drive to chenek, where you will have opportunities to 
admire the local wildlife, such as the gelada baboons, lammergeyers, 
and the rare endemic Walia ibex. B  L  d

Mon 10 Nov Simien Mountains – Gondar
After taking in some more of the nature in the area, return back to 
Gondar. on the way stop for a visit to the Ploughshare Women’s 
training center to see how women create their handcrafts such as 
pottery and weaving. B  L  d

Itinerary



Axum Church (St Mary of Zion) ©Larry Workman QIN

Tue 11 Nov Gondar – Axum
transfer to Gondar Airport for an early morning flight to Axum 
(or Aksum) on the northern border of ethiopia. the ancient capital 
of a kingdom that flourished in the centuries before and after the 
time of christ, Axum is famous for its stelae, churches, monasteries, 
tombs and the ruins of palaces.

After arrival, the rest of the day will be spent visiting the sites of 
Axum, including the famous obelisks (one that was recently erected 
after being returned from italy) and the archeological museum, 
the Queen of sheba’s bath (which supplies water to Axum year-
round), ezana’s enscription, King Kaleb’s tomb, King bazen’s tomb, 
and the Queen of sheba’s Palace. You can also visit the st. Mary 
of Zion church, where the Ark of the covenant is kept. Men only 
are allowed to enter the old church. Unfortunately, no one (except 
one specially chosen guardian monk) is allowed to enter the chapel 
where the Ark is kept. B   L   d

Wed 12 Nov Axum 
After breakfast, drive to visit the ruins of Yeha, dating from the 
8th to 5th centuries bc, and thought to be the capital of ethiopian 
civilization before Axum. 

Afterwards, return to Axum to visit the church of Arbuta ensessa, 
the quarry from which the stellae were mined and the lioness 
of Godera. B   L   d

Thu 13 Nov Axum – Lalibela 
depart on a morning flight to lalibela, the most famous of all of the 
ethiopian historical sites. one of ethiopia’s holiest cities, second only 
to Axum, lalibela is a centre of pilgrimage for much of the country. 
Unlike Axum, the population of lalibela is almost completely 
ethiopian orthodox christian.

After lunch, start your tour of the rock-hewn churches of lalibela, 
visiting the northwestern cluster of churches – bet Medhane 
Alem, bet Maryam, bet Meskel, bet danaghel, bet Mikael and 
bet Golgotha (entry not permitted for women). B   L   d  

Fri 14 Nov Lalibela
in the morning, visit the church of Yimrehanne Kristos. the most 
popular of the churches outside of lalibela, this church is built with 
layers of wood and granite, set in the entrance to a large cavern. 

After the visit, return to lalibela for lunch and, in the afternoon, 
visit the southeastern cluster of churches – bet Gabriel-rufael, bet 
Merkorios, bet Amanual, and bet Abba libanos. Finally, you will visit 
the most famous of all the churches – bet Giyorgis, constructed in 
honour of the patron saint of ethiopia – saint George. B   L   d

Sat 15 Nov Lalibela – Addis Ababa
After a morning flight back to Addis Ababa, the afternoon is at 
leisure.

this evening, celebrate the conclusion of the tour with a traditional 
ethiopian dinner with cultural music and dancing from various 
ethiopian ethnic groups. B   L   d

Sun 16 Nov Depart Addis Ababa
transfer to the airport for afternoon departure on emirates flights 
via dubai. B

Mon 17 Nov Arrive Australia
evening arrival in Australia.

 
IMPorTaNT:  ‘Practical Information for Visiting ethiopia’ 
A trip to ethiopia is a memorable and enriching travel experience. 
however, there is no avoiding the fact that ethiopia is one of the 
poorest counties in the world and that infrastructure, facilities 
and service are often lacking. Whilst we can assure you that the 
hotels, transportation, meals and other arrangements for this tour 
will be the ‘best available’, they may not meet the expectations 
of some of our travellers. to decide if this tour is for you, 
please ensure you have received and read the accompanying 
Practical Information for Visiting Ethiopia prepared by our local 
agent Abeba tours ethiopia. Please also note that the Fitness level 
for this tour is ‘chAllenGinG’. Please carefully read the Fitness 
and Participation in the terms and conditions of this brochure.

Royal Ethiopian Castle, Gondar



Tour Prices
Per person twin-share AUd 5,750

single supplement* AUd 1,000

deposit per person AUd 500

Final payment due 02 september 2014 

*Single travellers may request to share. Please advise at time of booking.

Tour code AG1417

Fitness level challenging

Please see booking conditions for fitness level definitions.

Suggested airline emirates

Please contact renaissance tours for current fares 
and bookings.

Tour price includes
•	Accommodation with breakfast ( B ) daily.

•	 lunch ( L ) and dinner ( d ) throughout (except in Addis 
Ababa – breakfast and dinner only). 

•	bottled water, soft drinks and coffee/tea with all meals. 
Wines included with welcome and farewell dinners.

•	 land transportation throughout in toyota coaster buses

•	  domestic economy class flights on ethiopian Airlines 
(luggage allowance 20 kg)

•	comprehensive sightseeing with christopher hartney 
and local guides throughout, including entrance fees as per 
itinerary and boat trip on lake tana

•	talks and discussions with christopher hartney

•	 escorted throughout by local, qualified english-speaking guide 

•	tips and gratuities for local guides and drivers

•	Porterage in hotels

Tour price does not include
•	  international airfares

•	  Visa for ethiopia (current cost Usd20, obtained on arrival)

•	  transfers on arrival and departure if not travelling on 
suggested group flights

•	  Alcoholic drinks with meals (except welcome and farewell 
dinners)

•	  items of a personal nature, including telephone, laundry, 
room service etc.

•	  travel insurance

•	Airport porterage

•	camera and/or photo fees

Your hotels
Addis Ababa – radisson blu hotel

bahir dar – Kuriftu resort & spa

Gondar – taye hotel

Axum – sabean international hotel

lalibela – Mountain View hotel

Medhane Alem Cathedral, Addis Ababa.

Simien Mountains ©crodenas

Bete Giyorgis or Church of St. George, Lalibela



South Ethiopia
escorted by local qualified guide, 16–26 november 2014 (11 days)

Sun 16 Nov Addis Ababa – Arba Minch 
Morning at leisure before an afternoon flight to Arba Minch, 
southwestern ethiopia’s largest city bordered by verdant mountains 
at an elevation of 1,285 metres. transfer to Paradise lodge, situated 
between the twin lakes of Abaya and chamo. B  d

Mon 17 Nov Arba Minch
in the morning, depart for dorze, set in the highlands above Arba 
Minch. the dorze people are known for their tall beehive-like houses 
and their fine cotton weaving. Visit the village and learn about the 
daily lives of these industrious people. 

today is market day in the dorze village, which will be visited. 
After the visit, return to Arba Minch. B  L  d

Tue 18 Nov Arba Minch – Jinka
in the morning, take a boat trip on lake chamo to visit the ‘crocodile 
market’, and the local hippos. After the visit, depart from Arba 
Minch to Jinka via the lower omo Valley. en route, stop in Weyto, 
a small crossroad village, home to the tsamai people. B  L  d

Wed 19 Nov Jinka
in the morning, drive through the Mago national Park to a local 
village of the Mursi tribe. the Mursi are known for their lower 
lip and earlobe plates. 

in the afternoon, after returning to Jinka, you can visit the south 
omo Museum & research centre to learn more about the local 
tribes. Additionally, take a hike in the surrounding hills to visit a 
local Ari village. B  L  d

Thu 20 Nov Jinka – Turmi

After breakfast, depart from Jinka to turmi via Key Afar. the 
Key Afar market is one of the most popular markets in the region 
and is visited by benna and tsemai tribes. 

continue to turmi, home of the hamer tribe. in the evening, 
see the traditional night dancing of the hamer people, known 
as evangadi. B  L  d

Fri 21 Nov Turmi
in the morning, take a day trip to omorate to visit the dassenech 
tribe. here you will cross the omo river by local boat and enter a 
dassenech village. Afterwards, return to turmi for a visit to a local 
hamer village. If there is Jumping of the bulls traditional hamer 
coming-of-age ceremony, that will be visited. B  L  d

Sat 22 Nov Turmi 
early morning depart from turmi to the Karo village of Korcho, 
with a stunning location looking over the omo river. the Karo 
people, while the smallest tribe of the omo Valley in number, are 
also known to be the most decorated. After the visit, return to 
turmi for another opportunity to see Jumping of the bulls. on the 
way stop in dimeka, which has a very lively market today, which is 
visited by hamer, Karo and other tribes. B  L  d

Sun 23 Nov Turmi – Konso
After breakfast, depart from turmi to Konso. on the way you will 
pass through the village of erbore where you will have a brief visit 
with the erbore people. Proceed through Weyto (home to the 

tsemai tribe) and to Konso. the Konso people are known for their 
wooden statues, known as wakas, which are erected in honor of 
dead heroes as well as their innovative agricultural terracing. today 
you will have the opportunity to visit a local village and the cultural 
museum displaying many waka statues. time permitting, you can 
also visit the “natural new York Village”, named after the tall sand 
formations resembling skyscrapers. B  L  d

Mon 24 Nov Konso – yirgalem
depart from Konso to Yirgalem. 

on the way you will visit the senkele Wildlife sanctuary, which was 
established to protect the endemic swayne’s hartebeest. 

continue to Yirgalem for overnight at Aregash lodge. here you can 
enjoy an evening coffee ceremony while watching the hyenas in the 
surrounding forest. B  L  d

Tue 25 Nov yirgalem – Awassa 
After breakfast, depart north to Addis Ababa. You will stop 
in Awassa to visit the fish market on the shores of the lake. 
Proceed north to Addis via butajira. on the way you will visit the 
archeological sites of tiya (ancient stelae field and Unesco World 
heritage site), Adadi Maryam (a rock-hewn church similar to those 
in lalibela) and Melka Kunture (pre-historic tool-making site). 

this evening, celebrate the conclusion of the tour with a traditional 
ethiopian dinner with cultural music and dancing from various 
ethiopian ethnic groups. B  L  d

Wed 26 Nov Depart Addis Ababa
transfer to the airport for afternoon departure on emirates flights 
via dubai. B

Thu 27 Nov Arrive Australia
evening arrival in Australia.

IMPorTaNT:  ‘Practical Information for Visiting ethiopia’
Please refer to the information on page 4 of this brochure.

South Ethiopia Extension

Women of the Hamer tribe dance, Omo Valley of Ethiopia



Tour Prices
Per person twin-share AUd 4,750

single supplement* AUd 550

deposit per person AUd 500

Final payment due 02 september 2014 

*Single travellers may request to share. Please advise at time of booking.

Tour code AG1417e

Fitness level challenging

Please see booking conditions for fitness level definitions.

Tour price includes
•	Accommodation with breakfast ( B ) daily.
•	 lunch ( L ) and dinner ( d ) throughout (except in Addis 

Ababa – breakfast and dinner only). 
•	bottled water, soft drinks and coffee/ tea with all meals. 

Wines included with farewell dinner.
•	transportation throughout in 4Wd vehicles (toyota 

landcruiser 4Wd or similar). domestic economy class flights 
on ethiopian Airlines (nb. checked luggage allowance 20kg)

•	comprehensive sightseeing, including entrance fees as per 
itinerary and boat trip on lake chamo

•	 escorted throughout by local, qualified english-speaking guide 
•	tips and gratuities for local guides and drivers
•	Porterage in hotels

Tour price does not include
•	 international airfares 
•	transfer on departure if not travelling on suggested 

group flights
•	Alcoholic drinks with meals (except farewell dinner)
•	 items of a personal nature, including telephone, laundry, 

room service etc.
•	travel insurance
•	Airport porterage
•	camera and/or photo fees

Your hotels
Arba Minch – Paradise lodge 
Jinka – eco omo lodge 
turmi – buska lodge 
Konso – Kanta lodge 
Addis Ababa – radisson blu hotel

Terms & Conditions
How To Book
complete, sign and return the booking 
Form available from renaissance tours 
with your deposit and page one of your 
passport. 

dePosIT / FINaL PayMeNTs
Your deposit is due at the time of 
booking and is used to pay hotel, airline, 
performance tickets and/or other 
deposits. it is non-refundable in the event 
of your cancellation. 

Final payment is due 60 days before 
departure. Failure to make the final 
payment by the due date may result in 
cancellation of your booking and loss 
of deposit.

Payments are accepted in cash and by 
cheque, bank transfer, American express, 
diners club, Mastercard and Visa. A 3% 
service charge applies for payment by 
American express and diners club.

CaNCeLLaTIoN & reFuNds
a) Cancellation by you – cancellation 
charges will be applied as shown 
below, calculated from the day written 
notification is received by renaissance 
tours. in addition to cancellation fees for 
tours operated by renaissance tours as 
shown below, airlines, hotels and other 
third parties may impose up to 100% 
cancellation charges. 

60 days or more Forfeit of deposit

59 – 45 days 25% of tour cost 

44 – 31 days 50% of tour cost

30 – 15 days 75% of tour cost 

less than 15 days 100% of tour cost 

the above cancellation charges include 
applicable Gst.

in addition to the above, cancellation charges 
may apply for additional arrangements 
booked by renaissance tours, such as 
air tickets, hotels and travel insurance 
premium. if the reason for cancellation is 
covered by the insurance policy, you may be 
able to reclaim these charges. 

b) Cancellation by us – We reserve 
the right to cancel a tour for any reason 
(such as failure to reach minimum tour 
participant numbers). except for force 
majeure, we will not cancel a tour less than 
60 days before departure. no further 
compensation will be paid in the event of 
cancellation by renaissance tours. A full 
refund of monies paid for tour costs will 
be the full extent of our liability.

cancellation and/or amendment fees may 
apply for additional travel arrangements 
booked by renaissance tours. 

PassPorTs, VIsas & VaCCINaTIoNs
All travellers must be in a possession of a 
valid passport – most countries require a 
6-month validity from your date of entry 
or exit. For some countries (e.g. china, 
Vietnam, india, russia), visas are included 
in the tour cost and will be arranged by 
renaissance tours prior to travel. For 
other countries, it is your responsibility to 
ensure you have the appropriate visa(s). 

You are also responsible for obtaining all 
necessary inoculations and preventative 
medicines as may be required for the 
duration of the tour. 

Tour PrICes
Prices quoted in our tour information 
are based on exchange rates, cost of 
services and applicable taxes at the time 

of publication. Prices may be subject to 
change in the event of significant currency 
fluctuations or the introduction of new 
taxes, up until final payment is received. 

in the event of a price increase, whether 
because of a currency fluctuation, increase 
in taxes or a correction in advertised 
prices, we will advise you and you have the 
option of accepting the amended prices, 
inclusions and booking conditions or 
withdrawing from the tour and receiving 
a full refund of all monies paid.

once final payment is received, all prices 
will be guaranteed and no surcharges will 
apply.

TraVeL INsuraNCe
it is a condition of travel that you are 
covered by comprehensive travel 
insurance for international tours. Your 
travel insurance can be arranged by 
renaissance tours. 

FITNess aNd ParTICIPaTIoN
Most of our tours require a ModerAte 
level of fitness.

however, in certain destinations (e.g. silk 
road, central Asia, outback Australia, 
tropical destinations) or in certain seasons 
(eg. mid-winter, mid-summer) or because of 
the nature of travel (eg. remote rail), certain 
tours will require an AboVe AVerAGe  
or chAllenGinG level of fitness.

if you (or we) have any doubts about 
your level of fitness, you may be 
required to have a doctor’s appraisal. 
this would require your doctor to 
read the itinerary of your chosen tour, 
including the fitness level, and provide 
you (and us) with a written confirmation 
of your ability to participate.

ModeraTe
for the overall benefit of the group, all 
tour members must possess a moderate 
level of mobility, including the ability to:

•					negotiate	airports	and	railway	stations	
without wheelchair assistance

•					use	 combined	 shower/bath	 facilities	
(it is impossible to guarantee walk-in 
shower facilities)

•					undertake	walking	tour	of	1–2 hours	
duration, including using stairs, 
walking over cobblestones and other 
uneven surfaces

•					stand	for	long	periods	in	museums	and	 
other sites

•					embark	 /	 disembark	 coaches,	 trains	
and other methods of transportation 
without assistance

•					handle	your	own	luggage

aBoVe aVeraGe
in addition to the above, tour members 
must also be able to:

•				Undertake	walking	tours	of	2–3	hours

•				climb	staircases	of	100	or	more	steps

CHaLLeNGING
in addition to the above, tour members 
must also be able to:

•					Handle	extremes	of	temperature	(e.g.	
below 0 or above 35 degrees)

•					handle	extremes	of	altitudes	(e.g.	4000	
metres and above).

You can find the full terms & conditions 
on the renaissance tours booking form.  
they can also be found at  
www.renaissancetours.com.au/
booking-conditions/ or we would be 
happy to post you a copy on request.

Young Hamar boys, Omo Valley of Ethiopia ©Magda Rakita/Survival

www.renaissancetours.com.au/booking-conditions/
www.renaissancetours.com.au/booking-conditions/
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Your travel agent is

toll free 1300 727 095 (AU) 
toll free 0800 403 621 (nZ) 
call (02) 9299 5801 
fax (02) 9299 5805 
email info@renaissancetours.com.au 
visit www.renaissancetours.com.au

level 4, 47 York street, sydney nsW 2000 
GPo box 5068, sydney nsW 2001 
Abn 14 069 591 448 lic. 2tA4526


