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Jonathan Biggins 

Jonathan Biggins is an actor, 
writer and director, perhaps 
best known as one of the 
creators of The Wharf Revue. 
he has acted for all the state 
theatre and opera companies – 
recent credits include Travesties 
and Orpheus in the Underworld 
– and won a helpmann award 
for his direction of the musical 
Avenue Q.  a regular contributor 
to the Good Weekend magazine 
and former host of aBC TV’s 
arts programme Critical Mass, 
Jonathan’s first play, Australia 
Day, debuted for the MTC and 
STC in 2012.

Join Jonathan Biggins, actor, director and writer, for two weeks of theatre and 
art in the two great cultural centres of america: Chicago and new York.

By day immerse yourself in the extraordinary art collections of these two cites 
and take an in-depth look at the architectural legacy of Frank Lloyd Wright and 
his contemporaries in and around Chicago.

By night, enjoy eight evenings at the theatre including a hit Broadway musicals, 
drama, two operas and a concert. Go backstage in some of the great theatres 
of the world and learn more about the art of stagecraft.

Bullets over Broadway:  
Chicago and New York

Tour 
leader

At a glance
•	 Six days in Chicago and ten days in new York

•	Russian Transport at Steppenwolf Theatre Company and Tristan & Yseult from Britain’s 
Kneehigh theatre company in Chicago

•	Chicago Symphony Orchestra, conducted by esa-Pekka Salonen with Christian  
Tetzlaff (violin)

•	Book of Mormon and A Raisin in the Sun on Broadway

•	Zeffirelli’s La Boheme and Minghella’s Madame Butterfly at the Met

•	Go ‘behind the scenes’ of the Chicago and new York theatres

•	discover the new York art scene, from Brooklyn to the Cloisters



Itinerary

The Art Institute of Chicago

Sun 6 April 2014 Depart Australia / Arrive Chicago
Suggested departure from SYd / MeL / Bne on QanTaS flights 
to Chicago (via dallas or Los angeles). afternoon arrival in Chicago. 
Check-in to your hotel located in the city centre overlooking the 
Chicago river.

Mon 7 Apr Chicago
Tour arrangements begin with a welcome breakfast and briefing. 

This morning join the guides of the Chicago architecture 
Foundation for an orientation tour by coach including the Loop, 
hyde Park, Gold Coast, several historic districts, university 
campuses, parks and residential neighbourhoods. Several stops will 
be made, including a tour of the interior of Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
robie house. 

after lunch, re-join the Chicago architecture Foundation for a 
90-minute walking tour of the historic downtown area, focusing 
on some of Chicago’s world famous early skyscrapers including: 
rookery (1888) with its Moorish revival exterior and restored 
Frank Lloyd Wright interior; auditorium Building (1889), a 
masterpiece of engineering, design and acoustics; Marquette 
Building (1895), an outstanding example of the Chicago School of 
design; and the Chicago Board of Trade Building (1930), one of the 
city’s most glamorous art deco skyscrapers. B  L  

Tue 8 Apr Chicago
Morning visit to the art institute of Chicago housing one of the 
world’s finest collections of impressionist and Post-impressionist 
paintings. The museum has recently doubled its display, with a huge 
new building on the other side of the railroad tracks designed by 
renzo Piano. 

afternoon at leisure to remain at the museum. 

This evening, begin your american theatre experience with Tristan & 
Yseult at the Chicago Shakespeare Theater. The 12th-century poem, 
transformed into a 21st century theatre production, tells the story of a 

love triangle that envelops an irish beauty, a Cornish king and a French 
knight. This production from Britains’ Kneehigh theatre company is 
the original tale of forbidden desires, broken hearts and the agony of 
choosing one human being over another. Seen through the eyes of 
the 'Unloved', Tristan & Yseult blends comedy, live music, grand passion 
and tender truths, in an irresistible night of love. B  

Wed 9 Apr  Chicago
Today visit the suburb of Oak Park which is home to the world’s 
largest collection of Wright-designed buildings. Begin with a visit to 
the Frank Lloyd Wright home and Studio which served as Wright’s 
private residence and workplace from 1889 to 1909. Wright used 
his first home to experiment with design concepts that contain the 
seeds of his architectural philosophy. 

in his adjacent studio, Wright and his associates developed a new 
american architecture – the Prairie style. 

after a break for lunch on your own, enjoy a tour of the Oak Park 
Frank Lloyd Wright historic district, where over 80 of the houses 
and buildings were designed by Wright and his associates in the 
early modern Prairie style. Besides the Prairie structures there are 
fine examples of 1860s italianate and 1920s Medieval and Classical 
revival styles in the district as well. Finish with a visit to Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s Unity Temple, built 1905-08. B  

Thu 10 Apr Chicago
This morning you will visit one of Chicago’s famous historic theatres 
such as the FCPa Oriental Theatre (1926), the Cadillac Palace 
(1926) or the Bank of america Theatre (1906) (this visit is subject 
to on-the-day performance schedules and permission). These three 
theatres, all of which have closed at various periods and have been 
threatened with demolition, showcase the glittering vintage theatre 
décor of the early 20th century. Learn about the recent restorations 
and the cutting edge technology that makes each theatre suitable to 
today’s most complex theatrical productions.

Frank Lloyd Wright designed house in Oak Park, Illinois 
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afternoon at leisure before a pre-theatre dinner and concert 
by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra at the Symphony Center 
conducted by esa-Pekka Salonen, with Christian Tetzlaff (violin). 
The program features dvorák’s soulful and folk-inspired Violin 
Concerto, Janácek’s Sinfonietta and Salonen’s own work, Nyx, which 
he calls a “complex counterpoint for almost one hundred musicians 
playing tutti at full throttle”. B  D  

Fri 11 Apr Chicago
enjoy a morning visit to Chicago’s acclaimed Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company, for a backstage tour and a chance to meet with 
Steppenwolf artistic and production staff.

This afternoon is at leisure – you may wish to revisit the Chicago 
art institute.

This evening, return to the Steppenwolf Theatre Company for 
Russian Transport by erika Sheffer. a comedy-turned-thriller that 
took Off-Broadway by storm, Russian Transport is about a rowdy 
russian family in Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn, on a daily hustle to 
achieve the american dream. When Uncle Boris arrives from the 
old country, his mysterious business ventures force the family to 
decide just how far they are willing to go to come out on top. a 
funny, passionate family drama that slyly transforms into a heart-
pounding thriller, Russian Transport is a fascinating look at the 
contemporary american immigrant experience. B  

Sat 12 Apr Chicago – New York
Transfer to Chicago O’hare airport for a two-hour flight to new 
York (economy class, luggage restrictions apply). On arrival transfer 
to your hotel in the Midtown district of Manhattan, within walking 
distance of Central Park, the Lincoln Center, Times Square and the 
theatre district. dinner at a local restaurant. B  D

Sun 13 Apr New York
depart the hotel for a full day tour of Lower Manhattan, south of 
Central Park. See landmarks such as Times Square, the rockefeller 
Center, the Broadway Theatre district, St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
the empire State Building and Madison Square Garden on your 
way downtown to the Financial district surrounding Wall Street, 
Battery Point and ‘Ground Zero’, the site of the former World 
Trade Centre.

after lunch, explore the art scene of Soho and Chelsea, the heart 
of new York’s avant-garde art world, and take a walk on the high 
Line, a 1.6 km linear park built on a section of the former elevated 

new York Central railroad spur called the West Side Line, which 
runs along the lower west side of Manhattan. B  L  

Mon 14 Apr New York
Start your exploration of the museums of new York with a private 
tour of the Museum of Modern art. enjoy the experience of visiting 
the museum without the crowds, one hour before the doors open 
to the public. 

in 2004 MoMa re-opened to acclaim after a major expansion and 
refurbishing program at its mid-Manhattan site. The new MoMa 
was designed by the Japanese architect Yoshio Taniguchi and 
houses celebrated works of art of the past 150 years. There are 
outstanding examples by Monet, Van Gogh, Cezanne, Matisse and 
Picasso, including his seminal cubist painting Les Demoiselles d’Avignon 
(1907), as well as major photography and film collections. Time at 
leisure to remain at the museum.

This afternoon, take a tour of the radio City Music hall. explore 
the art deco public areas, meet a rockette and go behind-the-
scenes of this iconic new York entertainment venue.

This evening, attend the first of two included performances at 
the Metropolitan Opera: Puccini’s La Bohème. Franco Zeffirelli’s 
classic production of Puccini’s moving story of young love is led by 
rising conductor Stefano ranzani and stars Barbara Frittoli as the 
frail Mimì with Vittorio Grigolo in the role of her passionate lover, 
rodolfo. B  

Tue 15 Apr  New York
Today explore the dazzling art collections of the vast and 
encyclopedic Metropolitan Museum of art. The Metropolitan 
has extraordinary holdings of egyptian and Greco-roman 
antiquities, impressive asian collections and european masterpieces 
representing the foremost artistic traditions from 1500 to 1900s 
(Titian, el Greco, rembrandt, Vermeer and ingres) and including 
important works by innovators of the modern era (Manet, rodin, 
renoir, Cezanne and Gauguin). 

Begin with an orientation tour of the museum, after which the 
rest of the afternoon is free to explore the museum and its special 
exhibitions on your own.

Tonight begin your experience of the new York theatre scene 
with the Broadway hit musical The Book of Mormon at the eugene 
O’neill Theatre B  
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Wed 16 Apr New York
Continue your exploration of Greater new York City with a full 
day tour to Brooklyn, new York City’s most populated borough 
with 2.5 million residents. Brooklyn was an independent city until 
its consolidation with new York City in 1898, but continues to 
maintain a distinct culture, independent art scene, and unique 
architectural heritage. Visit the Brooklyn Museum, the second-
largest art museum in new York City, and one of the largest in the 
USa. it is one of the premier art institutions in the world, with its 
permanent collection including more than one-and-a-half million 
objects, from ancient egyptian masterpieces to contemporary art.

evening at leisure. B  L  

Thu 17 Apr New York
Late morning visit to the Frick Collection housed in a luxurious 
Fifth avenue mansion built in 1913 by henry Clay Frick, one of 
america’s most successful steel and railroad industrialists. The old 
master paintings are exceptional! The collection, including superb 
decorative arts, evokes the splendour and tranquillity of a bygone 
era and at the same time testifies to how some great american 
art collections came into being. highlights include works by Bellini, 
Bronzino, holbein, rembrandt, Vermeer, Boucher and Fragonard.

after lunch at a local restaurant, walk to the Whitney Museum of 
american art.  Founded in 1931 by Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney, 
the museum houses a superb collection of 20th century work by 
leading exponents, including edward hopper, Jackson Pollock, andy 
Warhol, david Smith, Frank Stella and roy Lichtenstein. 

Tonight attend a second theatrical performance, on- or off-
Broadway (details to be confirmed late 2013). B  L  

Fri 18 Apr New York
enjoy a morning tour of the Upper West side and harlem. The 
area has been associated for a long period with the american black 
community, crime and poverty but harlem is now experiencing 
an economic and social gentrification. Continue to the Cloisters, 
a branch of the Metropolitan Museum devoted to the art and 
architecture of medieval europe, located in northern Manhattan’s 
Fort Tryon Park. This building incorporates elements from five 
medieval French cloisters. discover the Cloisters collection, which 
comprises approximately five thousand works of art from medieval 
europe, dating from about the 9th to the 15th century. 

return to the hotel mid-afternoon.

return to the Theatre district this evening for A Raisin in the 
Sun, the heart-wrenching family drama by playwright Lorraine 
hansberry which originally premiered on Broadway in 1959 and 
starred legendary actor, Sir Sidney Poitier.

This highly anticipated Broadway revival sees film star denzel 
Washington perform the role of Walter Lee Younger, the play's 
ambitious but misguided central character. he will star alongside 
diahann Carroll, who will be making her first Broadway appearance 
in over thirty years. B  

Sat 19 Apr New York
enjoy a full day at leisure. 

Tonight return to the Metropolitan Opera for anthony Minghella’s 
breathtakingly beautiful and powerfully dramatic production of 
Puccini’s Madame Butterfly. Conducted by Marco armiliato, the 
performance stars Latvian soprano Kristine Opolais as Cio-Cio-San 
in her Met debut. B  

Sun 20 Apr New York
Morning visit to the magnificent Frank Lloyd Wright-designed 
Solomon r. Guggenheim Museum located on Fifth avenue. 
The Guggenheim is home to one of the world’s most integrated 
collections of modern and contemporary art in one of the greatest 
modern architectural icons of the 20th century.

This afternoon, take a backstage tour of the Metropolitan Opera 
house, visiting production areas not usually seen by the general public.

Tonight celebrate the conclusion of the tour with a special farewell 
dinner. B  D

Mon 21 Apr Depart New York
Tour arrangements conclude after breakfast. 

Suggested departure on QanTaS flights in the early evening, via 
Los angeles. B  

Tue 22 Apr In f light

Wed 23 Apr Arrive Australia
Morning arrival in australia. 



Tour Prices
Per person twin-share aUd 11,500

Single supplement* aUd 2,700

deposit per person aUd 1,000

Final payment due 5 February 2014

*Single travellers may request to share. Please advise at time of booking.

Tour Code 
aG1406

Fitness level
Moderate 
Please see booking conditions for fitness level definitions.

Suggested Airline
Competitive airfares are available on Qantas as well as 
V australia, United and delta airlines. Please contact 
renaissance Tours for current fares and bookings.

Visas
australian and new Zealand passport holders do not 
require a visa for the USa. You do however have to register 
on the website of the department of homeland security 
prior to departure from australia:  esta.cbp.dhs.gov

Tour price includes
•	 Fifteen (15) nights’ accommodation in centrally located 

four star superior hotels with daily breakfast ( B )

•	economy class flight Chicago – new York

•	Meals as per itinerary ( L  =Lunch, D  =dinner).  
Wine with dinners.

•	a-reserve tickets to eight performances – opera, theatre 
and a concert

•	Pre-performance talks with Jonathan Biggins 

•	Transfers and sightseeing, including entrance fees as per 
itinerary, in comfortable air-conditioned coaches

•	Gratuities for local guides and drivers

•	hotel porterage (1 piece per person)

Tour price does not include
•	 international airfares

•	Transfers on arrival and departure in Chicago and  
new York

•	 items of a personal nature, including telephone, laundry, 
room service etc.

•	Travel insurance

•	airport porterage

Your hotels + 

Chicago – Swissotel Chicago  
new York – Le Parker Meridien (tower/park view rooms)
Hotels of a similar standard may be substituted. 

xx

MoMA, New York City

Brooklyn Bridge, New York City



Terms & Conditions

AveryFisherHall © David LambBook of Mormon

How to Book
Complete, sign and return the Booking Form available 
from renaissance Tours with your deposit and page 
one of your passport.  

Deposit / Final Payments
Your deposit is due at the time of booking and is 
used to pay hotel, airline, performance tickets and/
or other deposits. it is non-refundable in the event 
of your cancellation. 

Final payment is due 60 days before departure. 
Failure to make the final payment by the due date 
may result in cancellation of your booking and loss 
of deposit.

Payments are accepted in cash and by cheque, 
bank transfer, american express, diners Club, 
MasterCard and Visa. a 3% service charge applies 
for payment by american express and diners Club.

Cancellation & Refunds
a) Cancellation by You - Cancellation charges will 
be applied as shown below, calculated from the 
day written notification is received by renaissance 
Tours. in addition to cancellation fees for tours 
operated by renaissance Tours as shown below, 
airlines, hotels and other third parties may impose 
up to 100% cancellation charges. 

60 days or more Forfeit of deposit

59 – 45 days 25% of tour cost 

44 – 31 days 50% of tour cost

30 – 15 days 75% of tour cost 

Less than 15 days 100% of tour cost 

The above cancellation charges include applicable 
GST.

in addition to the above, cancellation charges 
may apply for additional arrangements booked 
by renaissance Tours, such as air tickets, hotels 
and travel insurance premium. if the reason for 
cancellation is covered by the insurance policy, you 
may be able to reclaim these charges. 

b) Cancellation by Us - We reserve the right to 
cancel a tour for any reason (such as failure to reach 
minimum tour participant numbers). except for 
force majeure, we will not cancel a tour less than 60 
days before departure. no further compensation 
will be paid in the event of cancellation by 

renaissance Tours. a full refund of monies paid for 
tour costs will be the full extent of our liability.

Cancellation and/or amendment fees may apply 
for additional travel arrangements booked by 
renaissance Tours. 

Passports, Visas and Vaccinations
all travellers must be in a possession of a valid 
passport – most countries require a 6-month 
validity from your date of entry or exit. For some 
countries (e.g. China, Vietnam, india, russia), visas 
are included in the tour cost and will be arranged 
by renaissance Tours prior to travel. For other 
countries, it is your responsibility to ensure you have 
the appropriate visa(s). 

You are also responsible for obtaining all necessary 
inoculations and preventative medicines as may be 
required for the duration of the tour. 

Tour Prices
Prices quoted in our tour information are based 
on exchange rates, cost of services and applicable 
taxes at the time of publication. Prices may be 
subject to change in the event of significant currency 
fluctuations or the introduction of new taxes, up 
until final payment is received. 

in the event of a price increase, whether because 
of a currency fluctuation, increase in taxes or a 
correction in advertised prices, we will advise 
you and you have the option of accepting the 
amended prices, inclusions and booking conditions 
or withdrawing from the tour and receiving a full 
refund of all monies paid.

Once final payment is received, all prices will be 
guaranteed and no surcharges will apply.

Travel Insurance
it is a condition of travel that you are covered by 
comprehensive travel insurance for international 
tours. Your travel insurance can be arranged by 
renaissance Tours. 

Fitness and Participation
Most of our tours require a MOderaTe level of 
fitness.

however, in certain destinations (e.g. Silk 
road, Central asia, Outback australia, tropical 
destinations) or in certain seasons (eg. mid-winter, 
mid-summer) or because of the nature of travel (eg. 

remote rail), certain tours will require an aBOVe 
aVeraGe or ChaLLenGinG level of fitness.

if you (or we) have any doubts about your level 
of fitness, you may be required to have a doctor’s 
appraisal. This would require your doctor to read 
the itinerary of your chosen tour, including the 
fitness level, and provide you (and us) with a written 
confirmation of your ability to participate.

MODERATE
for the overall benefit of the group, all tour members 
must possess a moderate level of mobility, including 
the ability to:

•					negotiate	airports	and	railway	stations	without	
wheelchair assistance

•					use	 combined	 shower/bath	 facilities	 (it	 is	
impossible to guarantee walk-in shower facilities)

•					undertake	walking	 tour	 of	 1-2	 hours	 duration,	
including using stairs, walking over cobblestones 
and other uneven surfaces

•					stand	 for	 long	 periods	 in	 museums	 and	 other	
sites

•					embark	 /	 disembark	 coaches,	 trains	 and	 other	
methods of transportation without assistance

•					handle	your	own	luggage

ABOVE AVERAGE
in addition to the above, tour members must also 
be able to:

•				Undertake	walking	tours	of	2	–	3	hours

•				climb	staircases	of	100	or	more	steps

CHALLENGING
in addition to the above, tour members must also 
be able to:

•					Handle	extremes	of	temperature	(e.g.	below	0	
or above 35 degrees)

•					handle	extremes	of	altitudes	(e.g.	4000	metres	
and above).

You can find the full terms & conditions on the 
renaissance Tours booking form.  
They can also be found at  
www.renaissancetours.com.au/booking-conditions/ 
or we would be happy to post you a copy on request.



TRAVEL WITH FRIENDS IN 2014

Brochure effective 11 September 2013

Your travel agent is
toll free 1300 727 095 (aU) 
toll free 0800 403 621 (nZ) 

call (02) 9299 5801 
fax (02) 9299 5805 

email info@renaissancetours.com.au 
visit www.renaissancetours.com.au

Level 4, 47 York Street, Sydney nSW 2000 
GPO Box 5068, Sydney nSW 2001 

aBn 14 069 591 448 Lic. 2Ta4526

The Bean, Chicago


